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SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to investigate the
effects of prior cartoon-reading experiences on subse-
quent reading of cartoons. A questionnaire survey of
the amount and kinds of cartoon reading was adminis-
tered to 156 junior college female students. Sub sam-
ples of 43 students were selected as skilled, expert
readers of cartoons; 45 were selected as unskilled,
inexpert readers of cartoons.

The test materials included: 1. the introductory
portion of a book-length comic strip, 2. a picture of
a supporting character without any background, and
3. four pictures of the same character with four
different backgrounds. After reading the introduction
the students were shown the picture with no back-
ground and asked to describe their imagination about
the person. They were then asked to rate, on a
5-point scale, how much they would like to read the
remaining text, and how much they liked the style of
drawing in the cartoon. Finally, one of the four
pictures with different backgrounds was randomly
selected presented to each student. The student was
then asked to rate how well the background fit the
character and to describe the meaning of the back-

gound for the cartoon character.

Although there was no significant difference in the
numbers of students who would choose or decline to
read the remainder of the text, their reasons differed.
Because the unskilled cartoon readers tended to
assume a stereotyped construction their reasons lack-
ed references to the content of the story. In contrast
to this, the skilled readers: 1. referred to the content
of the introduction and to their expectations for the
remaining text, 2. gave more abundant and vivid
images of the cartoon characters, 3. interpreted the
effects of the drawn background more flexibly and
profoundly, and 4. noted the inconsistencies of the
background signals with their situational model;
reconsidered the intended meaning of the background;
and reconstructed their assumed model. Although the
unskilled readers also distinguished and recognized
the different backgrounds their interpretations of the
signals were less sufficient.

It is concluded that previous cartoon reading experi-
ence provides an expertise that is apparent in the
recognition of background signals, development of
situational models, expectations, and interpretations

of subsequent cartoon reading.
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SUMMARY

It has been said that readers must also read

”»

“between the lines.” The act of reading novels,
poems, drama, and other forms of what we call
“fiction texts” or “literary texts” is to read what could
be called the “vacancy” in the text. The reason for
using the word “vacancy” is that it suggests a differ-
ent usage and meaning from the term “blank” that has
been presented in Wolfgang Iser’s thesis suggesting an
intentionally unclear point on the part of the author.
In this essay, after conducting critical analyses of
Roman Ingarden’s theory of “indeterminancy,” in
which there is a lack of regard for the reader’s partici-
pation, and Iser’'s concept of “blank,” the ideas of
Jack Derrida were accepted as being more appropri-
ate. This conclusion is based on Derrida’s emphasis
on the reader’s productive effort to find hidden mean-
ing in the text during the process of reading.

The theory of “vacancy” is classified into three

different types. The first is attributable to a lack of

knowledge and experience on the part of the reader;
the second is due to information that is deliberately
withheld by the author in seeking a desired effect; and
the last is based on a lack of clarity caused by the
element of uncertainty--a reader might encounter
contradictions that could lead to a variety of
conclusions.

In examining the idea of “vacancy,” the third
type was found to be the most important in expressing
the process that occurs in reading a text. There are,
in this connection, several possible strategies that
readers could develop to tackle the “vacancies” for
themselves and also to equip them in more critically
reading a text.

In order to demonstrate that the third type of
“vacancy” is the most important and effective to focus
on when reading a text, the work “Run, Meros!” was
examined with the aim of making this idea concrete

and clear.
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SUMMARY

This study identifies how readers comprehend a
story, and the processes that effect the comprehen-
sion. A story may be conceived as a stream, from its
beginning source to its ending. Story comprehension
involves the construction of temporal and causal rela-
tionships. When the comprehension effort is applied
to a complex story that develops gradually there are
three phases in the process. In the first phase the
reader attempts to comprehend relations between
perceptions by anticipating what these relations might
be. In the second and third phases the reader builds
comprehension By integrating and modifying these

relations. This typical pattern is identified as an

anticipation-integration-modification pattern.

When the relation between perceptions are more
explicit the comprehension process is similar to the
first phase. Under less complex conditions accurate
comprehension is attained by anticipating the relation-
ships between perceptions. This comprehension pat-
tern is identified as an anticipation-integration
pattern.

These findings indicate that story comprehension
changes with the complexity of the story and with the
age levels of the readers. The typical pattern for

preschoolers is the anticipation-intergration pattern.
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