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SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to examine the use of
advertisements in Japanese-language education as teaching
materials in the classroom. Books and research reports on
advertisements were analyzed to identify key social and sty-
listic features.

It was suggested that students could be encouraged to
develope the following capabilities through reading instruc-
tion that made use of advertising copy .

(1) to understand present conditions in contrast to the time

and type of society reflected in an advertisement ;

(2) to study effective communication through reading and
appreciating the rhetoric used in advertising ;

(3) to make comparisons, choices, and informal judgements
of the value of things and images ;

(4) to understand the relationship between the message of
an ad and the images used ,

(5) to comprehend any logical gap between the advertised

product and the metaphor used in the ad copy.
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SUMMARY

A new system for analyzing classroom work was pro-
posed based on the doppelseitige Erschliessung (a dual
structure of open—mindedness in the situation of teaching
and learning) of German pedagogist W. Klafki. This system
enables a deeper and more detailed analysis by primarily
emphasizing the hidden meanings of children’s and the
teacher’s utterances that they themselves explain while
watching a video of the lesson. The system was conducted

to see if it could be applied to the classroom study of the

story “Gongitsune” (a fox named Gon). It was confirmed
that the system was fully applicable for use in an analysis of
actual classwork. It was also confirmed that a teacher’s
non-standard view could have a negative impact on his or
her way of teaching. One conclusion was that a teacher
could become aware of his or her biased way of teaching
through an analysis based on the doppelseitige Erschlies-
sung. This point should be evaluated as a particularly posi-

tive aspect of this system.
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SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to examine the ability of
4th—grade students to read expository texts. Twenty boys
and 19 girls in the 4th grade were the subjects of the study
and were asked to read an expository text entitled “The
Wisdom of Dandelions.” One week before reading they
were asked what they already knew about dandelions and
what their experiences were with this flower.

The text was given to them sentence by sentence, and
they were asked after each sentence to write what they
thought might happen next. Soon after reading they were
asked to write what “the wisdom of dandelions” was. One
week later they were asked to reproduce the whole text as
precisely as possible.

Based on the results of these two tests, A—group (14

students) and B—group (7 students) were identified with the
former being the most—skilled readers and the latter the
least—skilled readers. The two groups’ reading processes
were compared on the basis of observation and analysis of
the students’ writing during the reading session.

A-group’s ability to read was attributed to a reading
schema they possessed that they used to understand the text.
B-group subjects were determined not to have a well-
developed reading schema that they could use in understand-
ing an expository text. Also, those in B—group were not able
to find new information from the text because they drew
only on their knowledge about dandelions. This data showed
that the teaching of reading schema to deal with the struc-

ture and style of expository texts could be very useful.
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