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SUMMARY

The effects of summarizing, note-taking and
underlining activities on the learning of prose mate-
rial were investigated in two experiments. In the
first experiment 40 male college students were as-
signed to four groups of 10 each, namely, summa-
rizing, note-taking, underlining and a reading-only
control group. The students were given 13 minutes
to read a prose selection which consisted of 24 sen-
tences. Each of the three experimental groups was
instructed to conduct the assigned learning activity
after one reading and the control group was only
instructed to read the selection. Two different post-
reading tests were administered. In the first test the
students were asked to write as many examples as
possible of the oikia, the main theme of the reading
material. The examples were not included in the
prose material so the students had to infer these
from the context, an_d from their knowledge. In the
second test the students were asked to recall and to
rewrite the text as precisely as possible.

Although the note-taking and control group
wrote more examples of the oikia than the other two
groups, the variation among the four groups was
not significant. In the second test the control group
showed the best recall, followed by the underlining,
note-taking, and summarizing groups. The variation
among the four groups, however, was not significant.

In the second experiment the free recall test
was replaced by a cloze procedure. The summarizing,

note-taking, and underlining groups consisted of

thirteen college students, and the control group
consisted of ten students. Each of the four groups
included two female students. They were given 10
minutes to read the same material as used in the
first experiment. The prose material was divided
into three blocks, namely, beginning, middle, and
final sections; and cloze scores were calculated for
each. The control group had lower cloze scores for
the beginning section than the three experimental
groups. The scores of the experimental groups were
lower for the middle and final sections, ending with
lower scores in the final block than the control
group. The variation among the four groups was
significant. No significant variation was found in
this experiment among the four groups in their
ability to write oikia examples.

The prose used in this study was constructed to
require the students’ attention from beginning-to-
end, according to the sequence of the material.
Although the assigned activities may have imposed
constraints on the students’ latitude to distribute
their attention, all were comparable in their atten-
tion to the sentences in the begnning section of the
prose material. The results of the second study
indicated that summarizing, note-taking and under-
lining activities facilitated the learning of prose
material to the extent of the students’ attention.
Though some possible explanations of these effects
were considered the problem of which may be most

facilitative remains for further investigation.
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SUMMARY

This investigation evaluates whether there is a
difference in learning to read hiragana and katakana
symbols. Thirty American Grade 1 monolingual
English speaking children were each presented four
individual kana items to identify, 4 hiragana or 4
katakana. A total of 64 basic kana symbols were
used—32 hiragana and 32 corresponding katakana.
It was found that the hiragana symbols were slightly
easier to learn overall than the katakana symbols,

although not significantly so. These results confirm

the findings of a previous study with Japanese speak-
ing children who were given hiragana and katakana
symbols to learn. Factors of simplicity and similar-
ity are seen as interacting to provide the outcome
that the perceptually more complex hiragana symbols
are as easy to learn to read as the more simple
katakana symbols. It is concluded that particular

orthographies have relatively little effect on learning

to read.
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