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SUMMARY

Proposes a method of assessment of illustrated
Japanese story books for six-year-old children. Five
specialists graded fifty such books on eighteen scales
covering six areas giving five points for superior down to
one for inferior. Scales used were: Theme: 1) originality,
2) instructiveness ; Plot: 3) simplicity, 4) appeal ;

Character Delineation : 5) identification, 6) projection ;

Description: 7) vocabulary, 8) sentence length, 9)

familiarity, 10) wholesomeness ; Pictures: 11) aesthetic
sense, 12) alignment, 13) dynamics, 14) reality, 15)
identification, 16) stimulation; and Printing and Bind-
ing: 17) printing and 18) binding. Based on the averages,

a scale of overall quality for picture-books was estab-

lished.
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SUMMARY

(1) Enosuke Ashida’s work
Enosuke Ashida (1873-1951) is famous for his unique
lessons of Japanese language for primary school pupils
in the Taisho and Prewar-Showa Eras. He had been a
teacher of the Attached Primary School of the Tokyo
Higher Normal School,1899-1921. After his retirement
from the school at the age of 48, he still continued to
demonstrate his unique way of conducting lessons for
many primary school teachers in the classrooms of his
ardent admirers all over the country. These nation-wide
trips were called ¢‘Classroom Pilgrimages’ by him. His
lesson of one school period (50 min.) using readers
consisted of seven steps.... (1) reading, (2) talking,
(3) reading, (4) writing, (5) reading, (6) talking,
(7) reading.
(I) Ashida’s opinion on ‘“The Essence of
Reading”’
Ashida’s fundamental opinion on reading lessons is
mainly shown in his book of that title, published in

1916. In this book, he wrote a well-known maxim,

‘‘Reading is to read oneself.”” It is one of those mean-

ingful and ambiguous expressions typical of the Orient.
Judging by his own words in the book, I understood

the meaning of the maxim as follows.

Subjectivity

Reading
is to read
oneself

Spontaneity Actualization in Life

(1) The origin of Ashida’s thoughts: Torajiro
Okada’swork

In his book, ‘“The Japanese Way of Calm Sitting and
Education” published in 1937, Ashida wrote that his
lessons were so successful because of the teaching he
received from Torajiro Okada and the Reverend Raijo
Takeo, (1867-1945) a leading Zen bonze of the Sojiji
Temple. We can see many influences of Okada in his
thoughts not only in general but in specific examples.
Hitherto Torajiro Okada (1872-1920) has been known as
the founder of the Okada System of the Japanese Way

of Calm Sitting. His works as a unique thinker and a
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great educationist are rather obscure. He began this
unique system at the age of 34 after ten days of
meditation sitting in hunger in the Kai Valley (Yamanashi
Pref.). One year before, in January of 1905, he returned
from four years’ stay in America where he had been
a self-supporting student. He brought back many books
of various cultural backgrounds, such as the works of
Plato, J. S. Mill, and Hawthorne. Some of them (144
titles in 247 volumes) remain as the Okada Library in
the library of the Aichi Teachers College. Since 1910,
many famous novelists, professors, and socialists, such
as Shoyo Tsubouchi, Sanae Takata, Takashi Nagatsuka,
Naoe Kinoshita, and Shozo Tanaka, began to practice
sitting under his guidance. Enosuke Ashida also met
him at Prof. Minegishi’s sitting party in1912, and became
an eager participant of the system. At that time, those
sitting parties were being held in 77 rooms every week

under Okada’s own guidance, which role he continued

EHEZBOFER
until his death after a sudden illness on 17th of October
1920.

(N) Okada’s maxim on reading
Okada had never written any book at all ; but there
remain a lot of maxims of his that were recorded by
his admirers. Here are some samples :
“Books are the dregs of our ancestors. So to
memorize the contents of a library of ten thousand
volumes could not make a man. For it is only to
lick the dregs.”
“I had never attempted to memorize the contents
of a book by reading. Even when I read the books
on Buddhism, Confucianism, or Christianity, I only
find the authors’ thoughts correspond with my own.
As I find my own thoughts in a book, I can absorb
the contents without taking the trouble to do any

memorization. Reading is to read myself.”
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