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SUMMARY

Reports a survey of 1) reading interests of senior high school students,

2) their consciousness of the

necessity of reading. Questionnaires were collected during the iast five years at a boarding senior high

school in Tokyo.

Of 3,250 participants 93% responded. Results were as follows :

1) 96% answered that, besides textbooks, they read daily either books, magazines or newspapers

during their free hours. The minimum time allotted to reading as a whole was 15 minutes, the

maximum more than 3 hours, and the average 53 minutes daily per person.

Since an average

of 47 minutes was spent in listening to the radio or watching TV, it appears that these students

were more interested in reading books than in radio or TV programs.

2) The amount of reading (newspapers and magazines excluded) was 3.1 books a month per person.

The yearly average during the past five years has been on the decline: 4.1 books in 1967, 3.6 in
1968, 3.2 in 1969, 2.6 in 1970, and 1.8 books in 1971.

3) Different media fulfilled different needs: newspapers for current information (56%), magazines for

tastes and -hobbies (42%), radio broadcasts for amusements (48.5%), and books for culture and

studies (71.4%).

4) “The Dr. Manbou Series” (by Morio Kita), “A Farewell to Arms” and “Kokoro” were the three

most favored books,

in order of popularity,

the first probably because it appeals to modern

attitudes, the two others because of their long established good reputation.

— 46 —



RBEDOFEET & € OREK

5) In the poll for the most popular writers, Soseki Natsume ranked top. His personality and his
unwavering reputation attract more readers than those of contemporary writers.

6) Reasons given for choosing particular books were:- _

(a) Browsing led them to examine them. Then they were found to be good books (27%).
(b) The authors or titles were attractive.

(c) The books were recommended.

The greater the accessibility of the books, the more chances the books have of being chosen.

7) Approximately 50% of students read their own books, and 35% read borrowed books.

8) Most students agreed that there are difficulties in forming good reading habits. Shortage of time
is the main cause because, according to 37.5% of students, most of their time is taken up by
preparatory studies for their lessons. 23.3% mentioned club activities as time-consuming. 10th and
11th grade students gave “studies” and “club activities” as reasons, and 12th grade students gave,
almost unanimously, “studies”.

Although the amount of reading has declined, this was not because students regarded reading as un-

important. On the contrary, they ewre keenly aware of the necessity of reading and expected much from

it. Their home backgrounds and social environments seem to conflict with this inner desire, depriving
them in effect, of opportunities to read. Therefore, the formation of good readers’ interests depends
on action by society as a whole. Reading guidance and the means to solve the problem should not

be sought only in the libraries. It should be considered on a wider scale.
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