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SUMMARY

This research sought to clarify the relation-
ship between a sighted subject’s impression of reading
braille by touch and his or her view of the general
abilities of the blind. The subjects, 118 university
students (freshmen and sophomores), had never
learned to reéd braille. The subjects first answered a
questionnaire (pre-test) to assess their views on the
abilities of the blind. Next, they learned for approxi-
mately one hour to read 25 Hiragana in braille by
touch only, with the forefinger of their dominant hand
and with their eyes closed. During the study of
braille, subjects also received a ten-minute lecture on
the history and system of braille. Then, after the
administration of a braille-reading test, a post-test
determined whether their views had changed based on
their performance on the reading test.

The subject’s view on the abilities of blind
people was measured with a test (Tokuda, 1991)
asking the subject to compare his or her ability to do
something with that of a blind person. This test
determined whether the subject thought that the blind

acquired such an ability through training and
experience.

Based on the results of the braille test, the
subjects were divided into three groups: a low-perfor-
mance group (rate of correct answers of 50% or less)
of 25 subjects; a medium-performance group (rate of
correct answers of from 51 to 80%) of 48 subjects; and
a high-performance group (correct answer rate of
from 81 to 100%) of 45 subjects. It was hypothesized
that the subjects in the low-performance group would
consider braille as difficult to read but the subjects in
the high-performance group would not.

The results showed that the subjects in the
low-performance group tended to change their views
and said that the blind did have special abilities; the
subjects in the medium-performance group showed no
substantial change in their views; the subjects in the
high-performance group tended to change their views
after sFudying braille and were more likely to con-

clude that the blind did not possess special abilities.
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SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to examine the
ability of 4th grade students to develop expository
text schema. Presented with two disconnected por-
tions from an expository text, the students were
asked: 1) to predict the intervening connective in the

schema, and 2) to appraise predictions about connec-

tives in the schema that were different from their own.

The results were interpreted as follows: 1)

although they showed detailed understanding of the
introductory portion of the text, they were somewhat
vague in their understanding of the ending portion, 2)
they regarded an expository text as “something to
describe a solving process”, and 3) usually, they had
not attained sufficient cognitive flexibility to cope

with predictions that were different from their own.
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SUMMARY

In Japanese language education the reading
of a literary scene that reflects a character’s mood is
regarded as an important reading skill. In this study
530 elementary school students, from 1st to 6th
grades, were asked to read a sentence in which the
context suggested that the character had either a
“bright” or a “dark” mood, and ended with the char-
acter looking up at the sky. They were then asked to
select one of two possible following sentences, “The
sky was very cloudy”, or “The sky was clear, without
any clouds”. They were also asked to explain why

they selected that sentence.

The results showed that an understanding of
the character’s mood through description of a scene
being observed by the character generally becomes
possible in the 4th grade. Although annual increases
were observed from the 1st to the 6th grade, the
students below 4th grade level tended to be self
-centered in their interpretations. Usually, their rea-
sons for the choice of the following sentence did not
reflect its association with the character’s mood but
rather with their own preference, e.g. “The sky was

clear” because they liked clear skies.
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