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SUMMARY

One of the stories written by Grimm, ‘““Héinsel und
Gretel’’, was told to children, 80 from the second
grade and 84 from the fifth grade. One half of the

children (group A) were told the original translation

while the other half (group B) were told an adapted
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translation. Afterwards the children were asked to
respond to questionaires in order to determine their
understanding of the characters in the story, the
most impressive scene, and whether or not they
liked the story.

The children who were told the original had a
good understanding of the parents in the story while
the children who were told the adapted version did
not always understand them well. That is, the former
expressed that the father was somewhat of a bad
man and that the mother was a very bad woman,

while about one half of the latter thought that they

were both good parents.

Concerning the most impressive scene, the group
A’s responses were centered on the scene in which
Gretel killed the witch, while group B showed no
particular interest in that alone but in several scenes.
This shows that the original translation has stronger
focal points than the adapted version.

Children in group A stated ‘I like this story’”
more than in group B,

In the study of this particular story, the authors
concluded

that the original translation would be

better than the adapted translation.
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SUMMARY

Information on picture books was gathered from
a questionaire given to a sampling of 464 mothers
of kindergarten children in this country.

This information showed that 2 or 3 copies a
month were bought, the prices of which ranged from
¥100 to ¥199 in general. Mothers prefered beautiful
and pleasant ones to instructive ones.

The contents of picture books that were most liked
by children were animals and daily life scenes, and
then imagination, vehicles, and science, in that order.
There was little enthusiasm for war.

In addition, we tested 60 pupils from 3 to 5 years
of age about the things in the picture books which
were of interested to them. We prepared 11 pairs of
pictures which illustrated the same scenes of the same
story, but which were drawn in a differrent way.
Showing these pictures, we asked them individually
whichthey liked better.

It was found that the following illustrations were
more interesting:

(1) Puppets used as characters

(2) Those drawn with no blank space

(3) Clear colors
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(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)

Those with on heavy outlines other animate and inanimate objects
Those with back-ground scenes (8) Those with multi-colored scenes
Cartoon-like pictures (9) Those with perspective

Those showing personification of animals and 10 Those wihh facial expressiveness
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SUMMARY

This comic-story, by Taisei Suzuki, was published
in 1930, and gained popularity among children. As it
was during the great depression, Japan was following

a curtailment policy. According to the story, a girl

and two boys threw their old top boots away into the
mud. With that, a demon stuck a boot on the head of
each child in order to punish them. The story tells
howthey made a strenuous’ effort to pull the boots off
—— all in a very humorous way.

Yet, the boots had a magic power, enabling the
children to do anything they wished. Thus, they
swore to become champions of justice: ‘‘the three
musketeers””.

They were, however, in a dilemma——wanting to

pull off the boots symbolizing their punishment, and

at the same time, they hoped to preserve their mighty

power. I think this situation symbolizes the dilem-
ma of the expansion and the reduction of armaments
which our country was confronted in those days.

At that time, great courage was needed to oppose
the Japanese army. So I think the author, in cynical
way, might have been expressing his secret hope for
peace. At the end of the story he makes the mus-
keteers take off the almighty caps and shut them up

122

in the shrine and say, ‘‘Never take them out again
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