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" SUMMARY

‘“Kobu-Futatsu’’ is a folktale which has remained
popular for many centuries in Japan. The main char-
acters in this story are an old man with a wen or cyst
on his right cheek, the hero, and another old man with
a wen on his left cheek, the villain. One day when the
hero went into the forest to work he heard sounds of
dance music performed by a group of tengu, i.e., red—
faced goblins with very long noses. The hero danced
together with the goblins, despite the danger. They
praised his dancing and asked him to come back the
next night and dance again. A distrustful goblin took
his wen and kept it as a pledge. The villain, his neigh-
bor, heard of this incident. He decided to have his
wen removed in the same way. But he was very poor
at dancing. The goblins, disappointed and angry, hurled
the hero’s wen at the villain. Thereafter, he had to
live with a double-decked wen.

The story is concerned with modeling behavior. The
hero is regarded as a model by the villain, who ex-
pected the same . successful result, but received the
opposite because he was unsuccessful in imitating the
model’s deeds.

This study attempted to investigate the identification
attitudes that are attractive to adolescents and youth.
Three groups of female students, 111 junior high, 127
senior high, and 134 college, were surveyed. Each image
of the two characters in the story was rated on 17 five-
point semantic differential scales. The students rated the
following questions on a five-point scale : If you were
the villain, (1) would you act in the same way as the
hero? (2) At what level of probable success, to reach a
happy end, would you decide to imitate the hero?

The following results were obtained. The mean

ratings of the three groups for the first question ranged
from 2.96 to 3.10. Age differences were not observed
among the mean ratings. The mean ratings for the
second question were 4. 00 to 4.09 on the scale. It shows
that the students need a subjective probability of about
75 percent chance for success, to decide to follow the
model. Age differences were not observed among the
mean ratings.

The 34 semantic differential ratings for each of the
three groups and the pooled sample were intercorrelated
and factor analyzed, utilizing principal components ex-
traction and orthogonal rotation procedures. The struc-
tures of the four sample groups were similar. Six inter-
pretable factors were identified in each analysis: I. the
model’s affective-logical evaluation, II. the imitator’s
affective-logical evaluation, III. the model’s‘ activity,
IV. the imitator’s activity, V. the model’s size, and
VL. the imitator’s size. On the affective-logical dimension
the junior high school students held a positive image
of the hero and a negative image of the villain. The
villain’s image tends to become more neutral for the
older students. The negative correlations of the hero’s
and villain’s evaluations reached significance levels in
the three sample groups.

In a stepwise regression analysis to predict the stu-
dent’s responses to the first question three predictive
variables were obtained : the imitator’s evaluation, the
model’s evaluation, and the model’s size. In another
stepwise regression analysis to predict the ratings for
the second question two predictive variables were ob-
tained : the imitator’s evaluation and the imitator’s

activity.
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SUMMARY

A reading guidance program for modern poems was
developed for this study. Three poems by Y. Fujitomi
were used for the instruction. The author’s titles of
the poems were not conducive to understanding their
meaning. One method for comprehending poems of this
type is to create a new title along with one’s own
impression. By so doing, a personal meaning can be
constructed for the poem without the constraint of the
author’s intended meaning. It is difficult, however, to
read poems in this way, because the conventional ap-
proach implies that the only meaning originates in the
author’s intention.

The program consisted of three procedures.The first
used one of the Fujitomi poems for purposes of intro-
duction in which information intended to release the
students from conventional interpretations was present-
ed. It was illustrated that ambiguous prose material
ccould be understood by creating an appropriate title.
It was next illustrated that this was also applicable

to modern poems.

In the second procedure, students were given a new
title, created by the experimenter, for another of the
Fujitomi poems and were then asked to give their own
interpretation of the poem based on this new title. In
the third procedure, the experimenter’s interpretation
of this poem conceived with the new title in mind was
provided to the students. The second and third proce-
dures were then repeated for the third poem.

The reading guidance procedures were presented to the
students in the experimental group ; students in the
control group only read the poems. The results showed
that students in the experimental group recalled more
words of the poems, and rated them as more interesting,
beautiful, and attractive than the students in the control
group. The only unexpected result was that students in
the experimental group rated the poems as more diffi-
cult than did the students in the control group. These
results indicate that the procedures were effective in
attaining the cognitive and affective objectives of the

instruction.
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SUMMARY

The purposes of this paper are to encourage research

on children’s interest in reading hiragana at an earl
g 8! y

age, particularly the intrinsic motivation for independent

reading, and to propose a design for picture books to
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facilitate the acquisition of reading.

Many kinds of picture books are currently available,
but there are few which preschool children can enjoy
reading alone. Not many picture books have been found
which encourage children who know no written charac-
ters to discover them independently ; or which help
children who know a few characters (5 to 20) to utilize
them for further reading and understanding.

There can be no doubt that children experience a
strong sense of pleasure in their discovery of reading.
The age at which this occurs varies among children,
but the average estimate is at about three years. Ac-

cording to A Child’s Reading and Writing Ability,

2Tk BB

(Report No. 45, National Research Institute for the
Japanese Language, Tokyo Shoseki, 1972), this period
of beginning reading is categorized as Reading Level
A. This paper evaluates picture books and classifies
their appropriateness at Reading Level A, for leading
children to the discovery of characters and at Reading
Levels B and C, for continuing the development of in-
dependent reading skills. On this basis, a set of stand-
ards for picture books is proposed which would enable
the initial discovery of hiragana characters in Reading
Level A, and facilitate the growth of character recog-

nition and independent reading in Levels B and C.
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