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EFFECT OF TRAINING RATE OF
READING IN COLLEGE STUDENTS
YASUMASA SATO
Tokyo University of Education

ABSTRACTS

It is the purpose of this study to investigate the
effect of training rate of reading through motivated
reading. The subjects were 58 college students. They
were divided into two groups such as experimental
group, 31 in number, and control group, 27 in num-
ber. The whole training period was four weeks,
about half an hour a day. The subjects were asked
to read materials with 6000 to 10000 letters a day
which were selected from nonfiction books. At the
same time, the time required to read materials was
measured and comprehension test of the materials
made by the authors was administered.

In order to measure the effect of training, three
kinds of pre-and post-tests were prepared. One of
them is ordinary speed test. With regard other two
tests, or book tests, the reading materials were
similar to those used for training, not to speak of
comprehension tests. Before the experiment, Yatabe

Guilford Personality Test and ordinary reading test

ERERE HEFRMAM AV A v W40ESA

ME B mEHEOLOE HEEBKRK R42410A

BRA—EF FHEOOE KEE ME29FE

EHRIE EFOEE HHLE Vol 17, No.5 1969
20~25

6. EHERIEE EFM—o £ OHEFREE RELOE

Vol.21, No.7 W27 89—94

o~ w DN

7. A.J].Harris How to Increase Reading Ability
Longmans, Green and Co. 1948

8. F.O.Triggs Improve Your Reading : A Mannal
of Remedial Reading Exercises, University

of Minesota, 1942

were administered to experimental group subjects.

Results

1) In comparison with control group, experimen—
tal group showed significant progress in rate of read—
ing. As to book tests required to read the same kind
of materials used for training, the progress of rate
was about 1.5 times in experimental group, while in
control group no progress was seen. In speed test,
reading time of experimental group had decreased
from 280 to 177 seconds, " while that of the control
group, from 280 to 258.

2) Generally speaking, the slow readers made
remarkable progress comparing with the fast readers.

3) When the subjects of experimental group were:
divided into three groups such as high progress, 10
in number, middle progress 11 in number and low
progress, 10 in number, high progress group had
come to read about 2.5 times faster in average.

4) So far as personality traits are concerned,
compared with low progress group, high progress
group had got high score both in change of feeling
and extrovérsive thinking among 12 traits of Yatabe

Guilford personality test.
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FERFE X, 1-2)
A NEW RENTAL LIBRARY
HISASHI MATSUMURA
Matsuno Reading Group

ABSTRACTS

(1) This is a report on the successful manage-
ment of a private rental library in Tokuyama,
Yamaguchi Prefecture, a growing city with a
population of about 100,000. The writer began the
“New Rental Library’’ 14 years ago, in the corner
of a second-hand bookstore which his father had
been running. It has about 6,500 books on the shelv-
es, and loans out more than 10,0QO books a month.
To rent books from this library, you must be a
member, of which about 30,000 are registered. The
members of the Rental Library are young. Books
are stocked according to the wishes of the members
and the cost of renting a book is inexpensive.

(2) Eighty percent of the members range from
high teens to 25. There are many more girls than

boys between the age of 16 and 25.

‘ (3) In September, 1968, 447 users came to the
Library a day, renting out 1.8 copies each time.
The average rent is 33 yen (about U. S. $.10) per
copy per day. In addition, it has a collection of fairy
tales, anthologies, and classical literature to be lent
out without fee.

(4) It has a reading club which meets twice a
month. Usually about fifteen members come togeth-
er. These members of the club tend to read classical
books, while others who use the Rental Library read
mostly recreational books. The members of the read—
ing club seem to decrease when they get married.

(5) Reading interests of the young generation
seem to be concentrated upon fiction, but they cannot
afford to buy them. Public libraries are restricted by
rules and budget. The author insists that in order
to fill the need of young people, and to increase the
population of readers, a new Rental Library like this

is in demand in the povinces.
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