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SUMMARY

The first purpose of this study was to compare pre-
schooler’s responses to word stimuli presented in the
format of an out-of—context reading task, with responses
to picture stimuli presented in a familiar, in-context
environment.

The second purpose was to compare the responses to
word stimuli of children already capable of reading many
katakana, a Japanese syllabary, with those who could
read only a few.

The children attended a nursery school in Kashihara,
Nara prefecture. They consisted of three age groups :
16 3-year-olds, 16 4-year-olds, and 16 5-year-olds.
For the out-of-context conditions 20 words were written

in black print on white cards, and for the in-context

conditions 20 photographs were taken of stimuli in their
environmental context.

As each word-card or photograph was presented to the
child, the investigator pointed to the stimulus ; asked
““What might this say ?”’ and recorded the child’s re-
sponse.

The findings of the investigation were as follows :

1. A significant difference was found in the re-
sponses for the in-context and out-of-context
conditions.

2. The younger group made more errors than the
older group, but it did not differ significantly
in types of errors.

3. Children who had acquired little katakana rec-
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The results indicate that preschool children have
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SUMMARY

Shwer, shwer.../a horse waves his tail /

As if he were bearing, his distress,/at being alive
as a horse

(Koichiro Tozawa, Mokushd)

Two opposing views about interpretations of the above
Tanka revolve around whether it only pertains to the
distress of being alive as a horse ; or whether it also
contains an implication of being alive as a human. These

opposing views are typically held by Tamotsu Naruse

and Koichiro Tozawa. More specifically, the opposition
rests on whether the Tanka is objective or not.

This paper first examines the term : objective, from
the viewpoint of the four functions of the first-person
speaker ; and then recommends that the opposition
should be stated in terms of whether or not the Tanka
is symbolic rather than whether or not it is objective.
On this basis, it is concluded that the Tanka can be

classified as symbolic.
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SUMMARY

The phrase ‘‘every teacher a teacher of reading”
has become so cliched that many subject teachers
have rejected the idea of teaching reading per se.

We seem no closer towards achieving a situation where
subject teachers are clear in their minds as to what
Content Area Reading might comprise, or where they

might naturally and regularly include reading-to-learn

activities in their teaching repertoires, than we did in
1970 when Herber’s seminal publication appeared.
The authors present a four stage model (Preparation,
Guiding Reading, Extracting Information and Trans-
formation), which they believe is indicative on the
kind of reading model presented

to content area

teachers. We should aim at meeting the teachers’ needs
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by providing a framework related to their concerns, Area Reading needs to become teacher oriented if we
their daily teaching environment and their attitude to  wish it to become more widely accepted and used as
reading. Offering, a host of specialised ‘reading’ jargon a too] for learning.

is likely to lose more teachers than it attracts. Content
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