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* On the structure of “reading aloud.”
**MATSUMOTO, Osamu (Joetsu University of Education) and
SUZUKI, Riyako (Tomitanishi Primary School)
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SUMMARY

Currently, reading aloud is widely performed in schools,
libraries, and other venues. However, to date there has been
insufficient research conducted into the structure and
practice of reading aloud, nor is there a framework for
improving reading aloud practices. This study, based on
video data of reading aloud performances in a public library,
attempted to fill this gap.

Six different reading aloud performances, by 4 different
readers, of 4 different texts were video-taped. The audience
comprised children ranging in age from 2 to 8, in groups of
4 to 15. Each performance was transcribed from video to
understand structural and performative dynamics: what was
read, noting additions to and deletions from the text; focus
of reader’s attention (i.e. book, children, other); stylization

of voice and characterization, etc. This data was used to

construct models of performance.

From these models the authors defined structural spaces
in which reading aloud takes place. They described the “text
space,” which includes the story-world of narrative, char-
acters, and the implied audience; and the “reading aloud
space” composed of reader, book, and actual audience. There
are differences among individual readers in terms of their
position in relation to the two spaces. Some readers may be
situated closer to the text space in terms of their perfor-
mance, while others may be situated closer to the reading
aloud space. Each reader, however, may in the course of
performance move between the two spaces, emphasizing one
over the other, as deemed necessary. It is this flexibility that
defines each reader’s style and makes reading aloud

effective.
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SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects
of two instructional methods for developing students’ ability
to read academic articles critically. Subjects were 44 under-
graduate students of educational psychology. For this
experiment, two different psychology articles were altered to
include 10 errors each. The changes were incorporated from
unrelated articles, intended to confuse readers. It was hoped
that students would be able to identify the errors. One article
was used as a pre-test; the other was used as a post-test.
Students worked in groups and read as referees, with the
goal of identifying the inserted errors.

Students were divided into 4 groups, each performing
tasks based on variations of 2 instructional methods: 1)
guidance, in which students were given examples of “to be
corrected” portions of the pre-test article followed by the
post-test article to be read critically; and 2) discussion, in
which subjects were divided into sub-groups of 3 students
and given 2 different articles to compare and evaluate before

reading the post-test article. Group 1 (12 students) perform-

ed both guidance and discussion; Group 2 (10 students)
performed guidance without discussion; Group 3 (12 stu-
dents) performed discussion without guidance; Group 4 (10
students) performed neither guidance nor discussion. Pre-
and post-test scores were compared.

Students’ evaluations and corrections were analyzed
qualitatively and quantitatively. The quantitative analysis
focused on the stimulus sentences; the number of critiques
for altered portions of the text was measured. The quali-
tative analysis focused on evaluation classification. This
analysis revealed 4 categories of comments: a simple mark,
a simple question, instructions to revise, and lengthier
critiques based on the identified errors.

Overall results showed that students’ ability to read
academic articles critically could be developed by com-
bining guidance and group discussion methods. Furthermore,
they suggest that it is important to set objectives for the

groups at the time of discussion.
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SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to clarify the
development of young people’s comprehension of public
signs that may be encountered in daily life. From the list of
125 signs to be used in public facilities (as published by the
Ecomo Foundation in 2000), 19 signs were selected by the
researchers. Signs were selected based on the following
criteria: Were people likely to be familiar with it ? Does it
appear relatively frequently in public? Is it particularly
important for daily life ? Researchers identified 4 categories
of signs, based on the frequency of appearance in daily life
and the type of image appearing in the symbol: high
frequency without pictures (2): low frequency without
pictures (2): high frequency with pictures (6): low
frequency with vpictures (9). Subjects were 42
kindergarteners, 65 elementary school 5th graders, 79 junior
high school second graders, and 72 college students. All
college students held a driver’s license.

Kindergarteners were shown the 19 signs in succession
and asked to explain the meaning: their oral responses were
recorded. The remaining, older subjects were asked to write
their responses on a form on which the 19 signs were
printed. The percentage of correct answers was calculated
for each age group.

Comprehension of high frequency without

signs

pictures appeared to depend upon the utility of the
information for the subject. For example, signs in this
category relating to traffic were typically unfamiliar to
younger subjects; whereas older subjects who were more
likely to drive cars usually understood the meaning.
However, comprehension of low frequency signs without
pictures was low across all age groups. Comprehension of
high frequency signs with pictures was relatively high even
among kindergarteners. For example, 93% of the youngest
subjects recognized the picture-sign for “telephone.”
However, when picture-signs required contextualization or
indicated movement,

comprehension decreased. Regarding

low frequency signs with pictures, kindergarteners
outperformed elementary school children in 3 instances. This
may be because the younger children answered more
directly: whereas older children attempted to deduce the
meaning logically and made errors.

This study revealed three factors which influence
comprehension of signs: frequency of appearance; context or
movement within the sign; and ambiguity of the pictures. It
suggested that learning by experience is necessary but
insufficient. Experience must be supplemented with formal

instruction to perfect understanding.
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SUMMARY

This study evaluated the educational environment,
materials, and methods used by Chinese families living in
Japan for their children’s reading education in both Japanese
and Chinese. It also examined families’ attitudes toward
bilingual education.

To gather data, 34 Chinese families living in Japan
were queried. Each family included at least one parent
currently studying at a Japanese university. Each family
included at least one child ranging in age from 3 to 14, all
of whom attended Japanese schools, kindergarten, or
daycare. Out of the 34 families, 6 fathers and 27 mothers
answered a questionnaire about their children’s reading
environment and language learning activities. One
respondent did not indicate gender.

Both Japanese and Chinese were taught to children in
32 of the families. Among them, 19 emphasized Chinese
reading, while 5 focused on Japanese reading. Two families
placed equal emphasis on each language (the remaining 6
families did not answer). Mothers were primarily respon-
sible for the children’s education in 24 families, while
fathers were primarily responsible in only 3. Mother and
father shared the responsibility equally in 6 families (the
remaining family did not answer).

At home, teaching materials included Japanese
textbooks, comics, and the internet for Japanese reading;

Chinese textbooks, toys, and picture books were used to

teach Chinese reading. A total of 19 families had more than
31 Chinese children’s books, but only 2 families had more
than 31 Japanese children’s books. The survey revealed that
children in 26 of the families read in Japanese daily, while
only 11 families reported that the children read in Chinese
daily. Children in 23 families reportedly read independently
in Japanese. Only 4 families reported that the children read
in Chinese independently, while 30 families reported that the
children need help when reading in Chinese.

A total of 16 families expressed anxiety about their
children’s reading, citing the difficulty their children face in
becoming more fluent readers, lack of interest in Chinese
books, inability to remember Chinese -characters, and
ambivalence toward bilingual education. Ten families
reported that they use strategies to cope with these
difficulties, including pleasure reading and storytelling,
group reading, in-home Chinese use, and visual aids. Yet 24
families considered bilingual education to be a burden.
Upon their eventual return to China, 24 families reported
that they will continue bilingual education, while only 5
families will discontinue the practice. It is inferred from this
study that parents encouraged children to develop Chinese
reading ability so that they might more easily catch up with
their studies upon returning to China. For this purpose, most
families bring Chinese reading materials directly from

China.
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