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My Views on Reading Instruction (XI)

Reading guidance in the information age.
SEGAWA, Takemi (Tezukayama Gakuin University)
The importance of group reading.
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SUMMARY

Two experiments were conducted in order to
examine the effects of different illustrations on under-
standing the theme of “The Great Big Enormous
Turnip” (OOKINA KABU) written by Alexei TOL-
STOY.

In Experiment I, college students were divided
into two groups (Group A and Group B). Group A was
read “OOKINA KABU” while the accompanying
pictures drawn by SATOU Tadayoshi (Fukuinkan)
were shown. The subjects in the group were then
asked questions concerning their understanding of the
theme. The subjects in Group B were read the same
story while looking at the illustrations of Helen

OXENBURY (Heinemann) and asked the same set of

questions.

In Experiment II, kindergarten children were
divided into two groups and the procedure used was
almost the same as in Experiment I, except that the
questions asked were simpler and more basic.

The main result obtained from Experiments I
and II was that Group A subjects in both experiments
interpreted the folktale from a moral point of view
while Group B subjects gave a variety of interpreta-
tions. This finding showed that the difference in the
illustrations depicting the same folktale had the effect
of inducing variation in the understanding of the folk-

tale.
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SUMMARY

This study tested the effect on college students’
attitudes toward visually handicapped persons
through exposure to blind children’s responses during
the use of “read-by-touch” picture books which the
students had produced. The sample for the study
consisted of 74 female college students aged 19 to 21.
Of the sample, 39 students (A Group) were not
informed about how the children used their books,
while 35 students (B Group) were informed by being
shown slides of the books being used and by being told
how the children enjoyed using them. The Multi-
Dimensional Attitude Scale toward Visually Han-
dicapped was administered as a pre- and post-test.

The results indicated that attitudes toward the

visually handicapped were not changed significantly
in the case of A Group, but the pre-post test differ-
ences in B Group subjects indicated a positive change
in attitudes. Based on these results, it might be said
that, when we hope to modify attitudes toward the
visually handicapped, it is necessary to arouse the
subjects to sympathize by informing them about how
blind children actually used the “read-by-touch” pic-
ture book and how happy they werée while using the
books.

Whether this attitudinal change persists in sub-
jects as a long-term effect or whether it actually

affects their behavior requires further study.
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B = 16.082 36 0.447

s« P < .01
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»+p <01
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SUMMARY

The aim of this study was to analyze college
students’ impressions of comic strips and comic strip
heroes. Twenty college students were asked to read
three kinds of comic strips and then to rate their
impressions of each of them and its hero by means of
thirty Semantic Differential Scales.

The main results were as follows:

1. The results of an analysis of variance revealed that
the main effect of comic strips was significant on 24 of
30 scales. The main effect of comic strip heroes was
significant on 27 of 30 scales. This showed that the
students’ impressions of three kinds of comic strips

and their heroes were different from one another on

almost all scales.

2. A factor analysis was applied to the data obtained
from a 30 X 30 between-scale-correlation matrix. In the
case of the comic strips, three orthogonal and inter-
pretable factors were extracted. These factors were
named “serious-funny,” “delightful,” and “real-
unreal.” In the case of the comic strip heroes, three
oblique factors were extracted. These factors were

interpreted as “exciting-calm,” “dynamic,” and “tense-

. relaxed.”

3. There were no differences with regard to the sub-
jects’ gender in their impressions of comic strips and

comic strip heroes.
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SUMMARY

The purposes of this study were to examine the
usefulness of Wolfgang Iser’s reader-response theory
for understanding the reading process and to consider
the criteria for a fundamental theory of teaching
literature. The 1981 debate between W. Iser and S.
Fish was reviewed. Based on the outcome of that
debate, Iser’s theory has been criticized.

According to Iser’s theory there are two cate-

gories of significance, determinate and indeterminate.

These categories form the central concept in the the-
ory. Fish’s couterstatement denied a difference
between the categories on the grounds that the distinc-
tion is too vague. He stated that the theory rests on
special grounds which have no connection with the
real world. Thus, it is difficult to apply the theory to
the reading process. A fundamental theory of teaching
literature requires a theory of interpretation code and

must be applicable to everyday-reading.
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SUMMARY

The reading skills of students should be devel-
oped by teachers in all fields of education. In develop-
ing reading skills, Japanese language education and the
school library should play leading roles. Within these
areas, the following three aspects identify the traits
of good reading instruction in the Japanese language.
1. Instructional Objectives

Instructions in reading skills should be planned
and carried out systematically as a phase of Japanese
language education to attain the overall objectives
established for the Japanese language curriculum.
Consequently, nurturing and improving reading ability
are important goals.

2 . Contents of Reading Skills Instruction

The following ten items should be considered

for inclusion in the contents:
(1)
(2)
3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7

developing reading skills

nurturing reading techniques

arousing reading desire and interest

widening and deepening reading fields

fostering reading attitudes and habits

nurturing the ability to select books

supporting the ability to utilize books and
materials
8
9
(10)

establishing a good reading environment
accelerating reading hygiene

promoting reading campaigns

Of the above items, items (1) and (2) are the
major concerns of the Japanese language curriculum.
Items (3) through (7) are connected to both the lan-
guage curriculum and the library and (8) through (10)
are mostly dependent on the school library.

3 . Fundamentals for Developing Reading Skills

The application of reading skills in the
Japanese language should take place during the
“instruction phase” of Japanese classes in the normal
school curriculum. Thus, it is somewhat compulsory;
that is, it is the duty of students to read books.

Next, the essentials of reading instruction
within the Japanese language curriculum were consid-
ered. In this regard, the interaction of teachers and
students to promote the students’ reading ability was
discussed to provide guidance in the following three
activities.

(1)
(2) assigned yet flexible reading activities

3)

assigned and highly structured reading activities

spontaneous reading activities
Choosing reading materials, teaching plans, and
teaching methods following the guidelines set forth in
the activity were presented along with ten examples in
item (2) immediately above.

Finally, problems and solutions related to read-
ing skills were discussed based on the author’s teach-

ing experiences.
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double-spaced preview describing all contributions and their interrelationships are required.
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should be listed on a separate sheet and should not appear in the body of the proposal,
since a blind review process is used. All material should be typewritten. Examples of ab-
stracts may be found in current issues of the Reading Research Quarterly or journals
published by the American Psychological Association. Proposals must be submitted with
an official Application Form.

Number of Copies. Five (5) complete copies of the paper, the round table, or the collo-
quium proposal are necessary. Photocopies or mimeographed copies are acceptable.
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ing evidence, the analysis of the evidence and the interpretations and/or conclusions.
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