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Effect of Collaborative Reading Activity on the Development

of Comprehension Monitoring

OKIBAYASHI, Yohei (Hiroshima University)

SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to determine if
collaborative reading activity may aid the acquisition of
reading strategies and the comprehension of academic
articles. Specifically, comprehension monitoring, the
cognitive processes concerning the content and performance
of reading tasks, was the focus. This study sought to
determine whether collaborative reading activities effect the
development of comprehension monitoring.

Two types of reading materials were used for this study.
First, two lengthy academic articles from the field of
psychology were revised and amended to intentionally disrupt
the coherence of the text. This was done to confuse the
subjects, who possessed some specialized knowledge of
psychology. Ten revisions or amendments were made to each
article (Al and A2). Second, two relatively short articles
which had appeared in the Proceedings of the Annual
Conference of the Japanese Association of Educational
Psychology (2003) were used. These articles were abridged
for consistency (B1 and B2).

A total of 36 undergraduate psychology majors served as
subjects. A control group of 18 was named the ‘no
discussion’ group. Half of them (9) read Al as a pre-test and
A2 as a post-test. The remaining half read A2 as a pre-test
and Al as a post-test. They were asked to read from the
perspective of a reviewer and write down their comments and
criticisms of the text. An experimental group of 18, followed
the procedure of the no-discussion group. But, between the
pre-test and post-test, an experimental discussion session was
conducted. Subjects were asked to read B1 and B2 and

identify three weaknesses in each article by free description.

They were then broken into groups of three and asked to
compare the strengths and weaknesses of each article. After
the discussion, they were again asked to describe the
weaknesses by free description.

Two analytical methods were employed. First, the two
sets of free descriptions (before discussion and after
discussion) were analyzed via data mining. Two categories
emerged: the ‘change group’, whose members revised their
views of the articles from the first to the second free
description, and the ‘no-change group’, whose members made
no sigﬁificant change from the first to the second free
description. Second, all comments for A1 and A2 were
counted and categorized in order to determine subjects’ ability
to recognize amended sections of the texts.

Results revealed that the change group was most adept at
critiquing the articles, followed by the no-change group and
the control group respectively. A post-hoc questionnaire
revealed that, depending on the category, subjects held a
somewhat different attitude toward group discussion. Change
group subjects viewed collaboration as an essential
component for discussion. Furthermore, they valued their
ability to state their opinions even if they were in the
minority. However, they felt that it would be more efficient
to assign roles to group members and receive instruction on
how to evaluate texts. The no-change group stressed that
collaboration was a good chance to hear others’ opinions
while gaining presentation practice. However, they felt that
they needed more time for discussion and a broader variety of
topics. These results suggest that collaborative activities may

affect text comprehension.
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Membership in the Media Fanzine Community:

Conversation Analysis of Reading Attitudes

ISHIDA, Kimi (University of Tsukuba)

SUMMARY

Avid readers of a particular genre of writing may find
themselves stigmatized for their reading habits. Terms such
as ‘maniac’ or ‘mania’ may be used to describe such people
and their behavior. How do the stigmatized readers respond?
How do they feel about the genre and about themselves as
people considered fanatical by others? This article reports the
results of an analysis of a conversation in which members of a
particular community of practitioners discussed the meanings
of terms associated with their reading habits and with them as
readers. Specifically, this study looks at members of the
media fanzine community—a community of people who read,
write, and share information on a specific topic—and their
stigmatization.

Subjects were two female Japanese university graduates
who could be described as members of the media fanzine
community. Together with the researcher, who was also a
self-described member of the same community and with
whom the subjects were previously acquainted, they met
informally for a discussion. During the course of
conversation, the researcher guided discussion toward the
meanings of the terms associated with their reading habits.
Other than encouraging discussion of these terms, the
conversation was not controlled in any way; the three women
spoke openly about their favorite books and fanzines. The
90-minute conversation was tape-recorded for later analysis.

The researcher also took notes.

Drawing on ethnomethodology, conversation analysis
was performed in order to determine the women’s general
stance toward being media fanzine community members.
Analysis focused on the meaning and sociological
implications of the women’s use of the term ‘mania’. It was
suggested that when a person is considered to be ‘maniac’, he
or she is stigmatized, creating a negative connotation.
However, by embracing the term, the negative connotation is
neutralized in the minds of the stigmatized individuals. By
identifying themselves with the term, they create a self-
enforced category.

The term ‘mania’ or ‘maniac’ was used by the subjects
when they felt a conflict between their own reading habits and
the general public’s attitudes. For instance, suppose they
were still fans of comics when they entered university. When
they realized the gap between conventional thinking (i.e.
college students should read material of higher literary merit)
and their own reading habits at that time (i.e. avid reading of
comics), they used the term ‘mania’, and they can
conceptualize this gap in daily activities like conversations.
The findings of this study suggest that the meaning of reading
is created and maintained in our daily activities. Traditional
reading studies typically proceed on the notion that meaning
derives from society and culture. This study suggests that
daily activity may also play a role and is thus a legitimate

focus for further reading research.
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