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SUMMARY

The relationships among reading and writing skills,
intellectual abilities and hemispheric functions were
investigated in a sample of 32 right-handed fifth
graders. The students were administered the Kitao
Reading Ability Test, a Kanji reading test, a Kanji
writing test,the Kyodai NX Intelligence Test,and a VCV
(vowel-consonant-vowel) dichotic listening test. Three
measures were obtained for the performances on the
dichotic listening test, i. e., right-ear-advantage ratio
(REA), bilateral-recall ratio (BLR), and total recall
for both ears.

The results of the correlation analyses were as fol-
lows: 1.the Kitao Reading Ability scores correlated
hightly with all measures except REA; 2.the Kitao
Reading Ability scores correlated highly with Kanji
writing, Kanji reading, Kyodai NX Intelligence scores
and BLR; 3. Kanji writing ability correlated highly with
the intelligence scores, the Kanji reading scores and
BLR; 4. Kanji reading ability correlated with the Kitao
Reading Ability scores, the Kyodai NX Intelligence

scores, and BLR; and 5.among the dichotic listening

measures BLR correlated with the intelligence and
achievement scores, but REA did not.

The results of the multiple regression analyses were
as follows: 1.the Kitao Reading Ability scores were
effectively predicted by BLR, IQ, and Kanji reading
variables; 2.the Kanji writing scores were effectively
predicted by Kanji reading ability; 3.the Kanji reading
scores were effectively predicted by the Kitao Reading
Ability scores, Kanji writing, and the total recall for
both ears in the dichotic listening test.

The results of this study indicate that BLR scores
are more predictive of intelligence and achievement
skills than REA scores. A high BLR score requires
attention to the auditory stimuli in both ears, in ac-
cordance with the experimenter’s instruction. A high
BLR score infers success in interhemispheric and in-
trahemispheric processing of auditory information.
Based on a comparison of REA and BLR scores,

the contributions of the right and left hemispheres

to intellectual abilities are discussed.
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SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to assess the direct
and indirect effects of the oral repetition of a story on
kindergarten children’s recall of the story. Sixty-four
kindergarten students were assigned to one of the fol-
lowing 4 groups: 1. whole-story repetition, 2. first~half
repetition, 3.second-half repetition, and 4.a control
group, with a single presentation and no repetition,

After the oral presentations the students were asked
to reproduce each scene of the story in a recall test,
and to arrange in chronological sequence 8 pictures of
the main scenes of the story in a reconstruction test.
The direct effect of the repetition was assessed by
contrasting the scores of students who heard the story
or half-story twice with the scores of the single
presentation, control group.

In the recall test a direct effect for the first half of the
story was demonstrated by the whole-story repetition and

the first-half repetition groups. A direct effect for the

second half of the story was shown only by the whole-
story repetition group. The first-half repetition group
showed an indirect recall effect for the second half
of the story. The second-half repetition group did not
show an indirect recall effect for the first half of the
story. In the reconstruction test results similar to the
recall test were found for the reconstruction of the
sequence for the first half of the story. No difference
among the groups was found for the second half of
the story.

These findings indicate that oral repetitions of a
story do not facilitate the memory of chronological
sequence of the story, but do facilitate the memory
recall of each scene of the story. Although the repetition
of the first half of the story did not facilitate the
memory of chronological sequence in the second half
of the story, it did facilitate the memory recall of

each scene in the second half of the story.
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