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SUMMARY

To improve the teaching of introductory classes in
the Japanese classics, a teaching method based on the
following principles was developed and implemented:
(1) use of a wierd story from the Edo period as course
material, and (2) use of comics adapted from this
weird story to help students understand the structure
of the story and to predict the meaning of classical
expressions.

The effectiveness of the method was evaluated by

observing both the verbal reactions of the students

during classes and their answers to questions on the
text administered after classes. Even though most
students lacked proficiency in classical Japanese
grammar, findings revealed that the method in-
creased understanding, appreciation, and interest in
Japanese classical literature.

It is suggested that this method merits consideration
as an alternative to the traditional grammar-centered
in teaching Japanese

approach commonly used

classics.
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SUMMARY

On the basis of scores on the TK Reading Ability
Test, fifth grade students with T-scores below 40
were assigned to a reading difficulty (RD) group, and
students with T-scores between 45 and 58 were
assigned to an average reader (AV) group. This
study examined the performances of these criterion
groups on the memory-span word task and the work-

ing-memory sentence task. Word and sentence

stimuli were presented visually and orally. Students
in the RD group showed significantly lower perfor-
mances on the working-memory sentence task than
students in the AV group, but not on the memory-
span word task. The group difference was observed
for both visual and oral presentations. It is concluded
that students with reading difficulties have a specific

deficit in working memory.
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SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to investigate the
effects on high-school students’ reading comprehen-
sion of two types of pre-reading activities: pre-ques-
tioning and pre-teaching of vocabulary. It was
expected that asking questions in advance about the
topic would promote reading comprehension by aiding
the top-down processing of the text while the pre
-teaching of vocabulary to be encountered was
thought to assist comprehension by promoting
bottom-up processing.

The experiment was conducted on 152 high-school
students under the supervision of their English
teachers. The effects of the two types of pre-reading
activities were measured by means of two types of
questions: factual questions (textulally explicit ques-

tions) and inferential questions (textually implicit

questions) .

The results of both types of questions showed that
pre-questioning significantly promoted reading com-
prehension and retention of the English text while the
preteaching of vocabulary failed to do so. A statisti-
cal analysis of the data obtained from the factual
questions of the post-test indicated that the pre-ques-
tions significantly facilitated the comprehension of
poor readers.

It can be concluded from the results that pre-ques-
tioning was an effective means of promoting reading
comprehension in English while vocabulary teaching
in advance was not effective. To find effective ways
of conducting vocabulary pre-teaching and promoting
the facilitation of bottom-up processing, further

studies will be necessary.
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SUMMARY

The purpose of this research was to determine how
children’s degree of understanding of the handicapped
is changed by listening to a story about a handicapped
child without fingers on her right hand. The title of
the book was “Satchan’s Miracle Hand.” It is about a
girl named Sachiko who refuses to attend kindergar-
ten because her classmates make fun of her by saying
that she cannot be the mother in their game of playing
house. However, with the help of her parents, she
gradually comes to accept her handicapped status.

The book was read to 49 children between the ages
of 3 and 10. Prior to the reading, the children were
given a pretest about the handicapped. The questions
included the following: “Have you ever read the
book?” “Do you have any friends without fingers or
hands?” “Have you ever actually seen such people or
seen them on TV?” “Would you be willing to play with
children with no fingers or hands?”

The book was read to each child individually.
During the reading, the children were asked: “Do you
think it is possible for Sachiko to be a mother some-
day?” “Why do you think Sachiko refuses to attend
kindergarten?” After the reading, a posttest was
administered that included these questions: “How do
you feel about the story?” “Do you thik it is possible
for Sachiko to be a mother?” “Would you like to play
with Sachiko?” However, some of the questions were
not asked when the reader judged the child to be tired,
bored, and so forth.

In addition, a day or two after the book was read to
the children, their mothers were asked, “Did your son
or daughter talk about the story of Satchan to anyone
in your family?”

The pretest showed that the number of children who

had read this picture book before was eight (16% of
all subjects). There were four (8%) who answered
that they had friends with missing fingers or a missing
hand. Their responses to the question about thier
direct or indirect contact experience with people with
handicaps were: 10 (20%) had seen such handicaps on
TV, 6 (12%) had read about them, and 4 (8%) had
seen this kind of handicapped person at a hospital. To
the question asking whether they were willing to play
with such a handicapped child, 6 (46%) out of 13
answered “yes.”

To the question asked in the middle of the reading
about whether they thought it was possible for Sachi-
ko to be a mother, only 10 (29%) out of 34 responded
yes, and the others said either no or do not know.

In the posttest, most of the children gave their
impression of the reading by saying such positive
things as “I felt sorry for Sachiko” or “the picture
book was interesting,” while a minority said they had
such feelings as “I want to see a hand like that with no
fingers,” “It was nasty,” or “It was scary.” To the
repeated question asking if it would be possible for
Sachiko to be a mother, 38 (79%) out of 48 answered
“yes,” a large increase. To the repeated question
asking if they wanted to play wiht a handicapped
child, 33 (69%) out of 48 answered “yes.”

The survey about whether the topic of the book was
raised in their family conversations confirmed that 28
(58%) out of the 48 subjects spontaneously talked
about the picture book to their mother or other family
members. Many of the chidren talked about a handi-
cap of the hand and expressed positive feelings of

sympathy for Sachiko
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