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Table 2 Subjects of the Study
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Urban Grade 9 54 64 118
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Table 3 Mean Scores by Area in the Reading-Appreciation Scale

Area| (1) @ @ @ G 6 0 (®) Toal

Satisfac- Width of Investiga- Exten- Identifica- Expres- Evalua- Impersona-

Subject tion Interest tion tion tion sion tion tion
Total 5.8 (6.0) 4.5 6.8 4.9 4.7 5.1 5.4 45.3
Grade 6 6.0 (6.0) 4.5 6.9 5.1 5.0% 5.0 5.6 45.8
Grade 9 5.7 (5.9 4.6 6.7 4.8 4.6 5.4* 5.3 44.9
Boys 5.6 (5.6) 4.4 6.4 4.8 4.7 4.9 5.3 43.4

Girls 6. 1* (6.4)* 4.7 7.1* 5.1 4.8 5. 5% 5.6 47, 3%

Urban 5.9 (6.2) 4.5 6.9 5.0 4.7 5.2 5.5 45.6
Rural 5.9 (6.0) 4.6 6.6 4.9 4.9 5.3 5.5 45.1
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Total 5.9 6.3 4.4 6.5 4.5 5.1 5.0 5.2 45.0
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Table 6 Comparisons between Scores of Reading-Appreciation Attitude & Music-Appreciation
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SUMMARY

Two questionnaires containing 25 items each which
were elaborated by factor-analysis and covered 8 areas
were administered to 6th and 9th grade students in
rural and urban districts to assess their appreciation of
reading and music activities. The survey results are
summarized.

There was little difference between the samples of
6th and 9th grade students, and between the rural and
urban students in their levels of reading appreciation.
Girls tended to report a higher level of reading appre-

ciation than boys.

Students in rural and urban districts reported similar
levels of music appreciation. The 9th grade students
reported a higher level of music appreciation than the
6th grade students. Boys reported a higher level of music
appreciation than girls.

In contrasting the appreciation of reading with the
appreciation of music within samples, the responses of
6th grade students and the responses of the boys tended
to indicate a greater appreciation of reading than of
music. Students in urban and rural districts reported

similar levels of appreciation in both reading and music.
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SUMMARY

This study investigates the components of the read-
ing behavior of high school boys, using Triandis’s
attitude-behavior model. Based on the findings it also
proposes methods for reading guidance. The variables
applied to the analysis and prediction of reading be-
havior (Pa), Habits (H),
Physiological Arousal (P), Facilitating Conditions (F),
and the Social (S), Affect (A), or Consequence (C)

included Intentions (I),

value subsets of reading intentions (I).

A questionnaire survey was administered to 152 11th-
grade boys. Their reading behavior was quantified in
the amount of book reading they reported for: a. the
previous day, b. the previous week, and c. the previous
month. Each component, (I, H, P, F, S, A, C) of read-
ing amount (Pa) was quantified on a 7-point scale, and
analyzed in a factor analysis. The student sample was
then subdivided into 4 groups and ‘High’ and ‘Low’
meant above and below the means of the distributions
of P and F ratings: 1. high P and high F (N=47, X
of Pa=.40/day 1.37/week 3.28/month), 2. high P and
low F (N=29, X Pa=.14/d, 47/w, 1.20/m), 3. low
P and high F (N=23, X=.12/d, .44/w, 1.39/m), 4.
low P and low F (N=35, X=.01/d, .08/w, .11/m).
The predictive values of the components were then
analyzed in a multiple regression analysis.

The findings were as follows : 75% of the 86 students

who reported no book-reading for the previous day also
reported no book reading for the previous month. The
amounts of reading reported by each group reveals the
importance of the F and P components in reading
behavior. The regression coefficient for the H component
was higher than the coefficient for the I component in
predicting Pa. Reading behavior is generally more de-
pendent on reading habits than on reading intentions.
The students in the high P-high F subgroup reported
the highest amounts of reading. In this group, however,
the relationship of the H and I components was re-
versed ; I was more predictive than H.

In a multiple regression analysis of the S, A, and C
subcomponents for predicting I, the A variable obtained
the highest regression coefficient ; the S variable ob-
tained an intermediate coefficient, and the C variable
the lowest. Reading intention depends more on affect
values than on social values, and the perceived con-
sequence values are not predictive of reading intention.

Based on these findings two emphases for guiding
the reading behavior of the 152 students can be sug-
gested. First, providing many books in the boys’ sur-
roundings establishes facilitating conditions, and may
improve their reading habits. The second is to recognize
and emphasize the affect values of reading to foster

reading intention.
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SUMMARY

This series of study is a fundamental research to
develop a theory for the analysis of Japanese-language
teaching materials. Specifically, this study attempts to
elucidate in what way “‘stylistics’’ can and should be
applied to Japanese-language teaching.

The first part of this series of study surveys the

developmental process of stylistics in-Japan, examining
and evaluating the theories and methods developed by
Kanji Hatano, Hideo Kobayashi, Tadao Yamamoto,
Biten Yasumoto, Tadao Kabashima, Toru Terada, Jun

Eto, and others.
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