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SUMMARY

The Japanese Society for the Science of Reading
has now attained its 13th year. It is a joy for us that
the Society is growing prosperously year by year.

Reading Education

The Course of Study for primary schools was
published in July. This was the fourth revision since
the War. Before this publication, the Society sent to
the Ministry of Education a request note which
advocated the necessity of reading guidance combined
with teaching reading. The intent of the request
seems to have been adopted. But the place of read-
ing guidance in the subject of language has to be
pursued more precisely.

Activities of the Society

The 12th annual meeting of the Society was held
in August in Osaka for two days. Eleven reports of
academic study, ten reports of practical guidance, and
four lectures on reading were given.

In Tokyo, the Society had open sessions every
month.

Here, it may be remarked that there are very many
bodies which are studying reading in Japan. Each
one has its own speciality and raison d’étre. Their
activities are contributing to the development of
reading education in our country. But there is not
yet enough cooperation. I think they should be better
organized in the near future.

Magazines on language education

In May, a monthly magazine called Language
Education had its beginning. We have already had
about five magazines that deal with reading educa-

tion. It is a great pleasure to us that those many

magazines reflect the rise of the language education
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and serve to promote it.

Generally speaking, they are in the field of practi-
cal language. The theoretical field of academic study
in reading is left to our Science of Reading. So
we feel a great responsibility to make it prosperous.

International Activities

We could not send a representative to the Boston
meeting of IRA. In the 2nd World Congress at
Copenhagen, Mr. T. Murofushi participated as chair-
man ; besides, Mr. M. Namekawa, E. Kurasawa, and
S.Inoue attended.

We were pri‘vately hoping that the 3rd Congress

would be held in our country. To do so, however,

our Society should be stronger economically.

We should mention that in passing Reading Re-
search Quarterly (IV, 2), eight theses were tran-
scribed from The Science of Reading.

The Reading Science Prize

Our Society usually awards the Reading Science
Prize to a person who has made a remarkable con-
tribution in promoting reading science. But to my
regret, we could not find anyone who deserved it.

The research report prize was given to Kazuko
Takagi who had participated in the “Study of dis-
abled readers” published in The Science of Read

ing this year.
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SUMMARY

A. Reading Instruction

Since the revision of The Course of Study was
published by the Ministry of Education this year,
we have seen some discussions concerning the adap-
tation of this new curriculum on reading instruction.
For example, H. Mochizuki insisted on the necessi-
ty of full discussion on teaching materials and on
the importance of both making a plan and the inte-
gration of reading guidance. He also pointed out the
importance of well-selected contents depending upon
the goal of language education as well as the stages
of a child’s development. Besides, several existing
schools of reading adovocated their unique teaching
method with some revisions.

We could count 79 articles in scientific journals.
They are classified as follows.

Reading materials and presentation 24

Teaching reading comprehension in general 19

Skills of reading comprehension

Process of teaching

On the new Course of Study

Evaluation

Reading instruction and reading guidance

Originality

Relation of reading to expression

Theory on the basis of reading

O S N I -

Reading and reading ability
Reading of an exceptional child 2

Among these activities the following were note-



worthy : E. Kurasawa’s consideration concerning the
new Course of Study, S.Hayashi’s and K. Kobayashi’s
studies which pushed ahead the “single reading syn-
thesism”, H. Okiyama’s theory of teaching construc-
tion, I. K. Sakamoto’s opinion on the relation between
“dokkai” (reading compreheasion) and “dokusho”
(reading for personality formation). But in general,
activities did not seem to be as vigorous as the year
before.

B. Reading Guidance

The fundamentals of the new Course of Study are
not very different from the old ones, excepting the
emphasis of reading guidance in the subject of lan-
guage. On the other hand, consequently, it weS
noticed that reading guidance in the other subjects
or fields of education was lagging.

Studies on reading guidance which appeared in
Jjournals were few and poor in quality. But a month-
ly magazine called “Education of Language” sprang
up from Kokudosha Co. And serial book such as
“Lectures on Reading Guidance in the Elementary
School”, were published in five volumes by Meiji
Tosho Co.

About the revision of the Course of Study, H.
Fujiwara, H. Mochizuki, M. Koshimizu, and a few
others spoke. There were successive discussions on
the relation between “dokkai” and “dokusho”, and
they are going forward to the conclusion that both
are not essentially separated——the division is made
only for convenience sake in the practical guidance
planning.

Another point of discussion this year is about the
proper subject for the teaching of the appreciation
of literature. Hitherto, appreciation was taught as

an extension of reading comprehension, but recently

it came into the field of reading guidance.

HEBRFEOWR

For the purpose of the practice of reading guidance
in the reading classroom, the publication of supple-
mentary readers came into being.

The practical study of teachers progressed. They
are going to build up the whole school system of
reading guidance centered around the school library.

C. Psychological Studies

Concerning the reading process, an experiment was
reported by A. Murase. He says that when the
number of letters exposed through a tachistoscope is
increased, the time required to read the last letter
decreases.

On the development of reading, we had five re-
ports. H. Kasahara and others reported that pictures
were not necessarily important aids in reading among
young children. S. Fukuzawa examined develop-
mentally factors which hindered the reading of Chinese
characters. Y. Kawai researched developmentally the
influence of ways used to present words for their
comprehension. T. Sakamoto and K. Takagi investi-
gated the ability to use the conjunction. And A.
Okada completed his research on the {flexibility of
reading. These are noteworthy as studies of basic
skills in Japanese.

Y. Sato trained college students to read fast by
the time-recording method for a period of four weeks,
thirty minutes a day. He found that the experimen-
tal group became faster than the control group.

Y. Sato researched the ability of Braille reading
of blindpupils who entered the intermediate course
of the school for the blind. M. Kubota succeeded in
reducing the reading difficulty of the weak-minded
child by giving special guidance. Here it was found
that the correspondence of letter to picture was
profitable.  T. Sakamoto and K. Takagi studied

disabled readers.
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SUMMARY

Our publishing world has grown extraordinarily
since about 1961, but a ahadow appeared over it this
year. There were, however, some bright spots slso.

First, it should be mentioned that our book market
suffered some deterioration, owing to mistakes on the
part of some leading publishing companies. Our pub-
lication market has always been limited to our own
country because of the language restriction. So, until
the beginning of this year, the publishing world seem-
ed to have reached a new high, but after the first
half of 1968, book activity began to wane,

The serial publications of general literature reached
a plateau. Instead, many individual collections began
to appear. Among them were Yasunari Kawabata,
winner of the 1968 Nobel Prize for Literature,
Aristotle, and Norinaga Motoori (a Japanese classical
scholar in the 18th century).

More than tensets of encyclopedias continued to be
in great demand. Generally, high-priced books are
increasing, such as those containing colour prints of
the fine arts. The catch-phrase ‘‘A Hundred Years
of Japan” sold books which were planned to comemo-
rate the opening of Japan to the Western world in
1868.

In the list of best-sellers, books of introduction to

RICRLNATEITDITE > TAE» /2 h DHED EE
DI EBTFHIND, T1c—F, HIRWERIEIR
B UT b KERSIC & 2 BEEROBH 2 EHiE 2
FRET 2 HEMSEIL LoD b %, fiTh § HREROKE
RERIT & 5 TEBT R RVEHFII, cheiflicd
— U T o, MERELEINZHER/DAS {50,
law, philosophy of life, and comment on the Zenga-
kuren (militant student group) were notable.

The second trend was the favorable turn of maga-
zine circulation. The cause seems to be due to suc-
cess of dividing readers into smaller classes. For
instance, some magazines divided the readers by their
ages, some divided them by their tastes, hobbies, or
objects of interests, and some both ways. Namely,
magazines were differentiated to set subscribers, so
their interests were more stimulated than ever.

Especially, hobby magazines such as those on music,
fine arts, and sports were prosperous. Some comic
magazines for boys and girls appeared, and some
disappeared.

Some weekly magazines for adolescents sprang up,
introducing senior comics. The differentiation of la-
dies’ magazines was also popular. General ones reach-
ed a saturation point, and specialized ones were
favorably received.

The third trend was that the total proceeds in the
publishing world broke through the line of three
hundred billions yen. In spite of the fact that books
were losing ground, the total publishing activity be-
came more energetic than ever. Thus, for the over-

all book trade, we have many problems to solve

—problems which began in 1968.
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SUMMARY

1. The book renting service is as popular today
:among the general public in Japan as has always been.
Soon after the Second World War such shops sprang
up all over the country. Those who had joined the
National Book-Renting Association amounted to 8,000
and it was said that there were in fact nearly twenty
thousand shops in all. In those days, about eighty
percent of the customers were primary and secondary
.school pupils who read mainly comics and magazines.

The boom began to decline after about 1955.

“The cause might be increasing shortage of time in
childhood owing to the ordeal of examination as well

as to the diffusion of TV. Now the number of union

BEERORE
members is about 2,500 ; and, including outsiders, it
may be about 3,500. As for customers, the number
of adults is increasing.

2. A study was done on some specimen book-

renting shops in Tokyo and Kanagawa prefecture.
It says that the smallest shop has about 400, and the
largest shop about 3,300 regular customers, of which
44% are over 18 years old. On the average, 60 to
300 copies are circulating a day. Among them, comics
are most numerous, which are coming to be read by
adults. Those books that serve academic study, tech-
nical discipline, or daily domestic use, are not read.
The main circulation is books for entertainment.

3. Another study in one ward in Tokyo tells that
only 4 shops are specialized, and the other 14 shops
serve as new or old book sellers, also selling sweets.
These shops are small, and stock 500 to 4,000 copies
on their shelves, half of which are comics. Books are
rented out for a day, and the charge is about 10%
of the list price. The amount of both users and
books rented out in a month is two or three times

more than those of the public library in that ward.
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