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SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of
background music on children’s written story-creations. The
subjects were 168 sixth-grade children who were divided
into six groups. A three-factor, mixed design experiment
juxtaposed 1) two first-half story types: a happy story or a
sad story, 2) three background music scenarios: positive,
negative, or no music, and 3) two semantic differential
evaluations by children of the story: the first-half they
listened to and the second-half they were required to write
after listening.

Children’s groups were asked initially to listen to taped
readings of either story type’s first-half while listening (or
not) to one of the 3 background music scenarios, after
which they were asked to evaluate their impressions of the
story using the semantic differential method. They were then
asked to write and create the second half of the story while
again being exposed to the aforementioned music scenarios.
Soon after their story creations, children were again asked to
evaluate their impressions of the created stories using the
semantic differential method. In addition, 2 graduate

students read both the beginning and the ending portions of

each child’s written story-creation and assigned numeral

values of 1, 2, and 3 to evaluate children’s negative, neutral
and positive emotional impressions respectively. If differences
arose, they were resolved through discussions between the
two graduate students.

Five research findings emerged from this study. First,
when children listened to a story with emotionally similar
background music, e.g. a happy story with positive music or
a sad story with negative music, it was found that children’s
impressions were strongly influenced by the effects of back-
ground music. This was consistent with the author’s 2001
and 2002 findings. Second, while positive background music
tended to yielded positve creations, negative music did not
always yield negative story creations. Third, the onset of
children’s story-creation was greatly influenced by the type
of background music they heard. Fourth, children controlled
their emotions en route to creating a happy ending for their
story even when they heard negative background music.
Fifth, even when children began writing negative stories
while listening to negative music, their story outcomes and
feelings tended to become more positive by the end of the

story.
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SUMMARY

Nankichi Niimi’s literary masterpiece, Gongitsune,
serves as standard educational material for the teaching of
language within many Japanese primary schools. The
protagonist is a little fox named “Gon” who lives on the
outskirts of a village and who plays different kinds of
pranks on the villagers. One day Gon releases fish from a
net set by “Hyoju, ” a villager, and steals Hyoju’ s eels. After
Hyoju’s mother passes away, Gon realizes Hyoju caught the
eels for his ailing mother, subsequently regrets stealing the
eels, and then returns under cover to Hyoju’s house with
chestnuts and mushrooms for Hyoju in order to atone for his
misdeed. When Gon sneaks into Hyoju’s house however,
Hyoju, misunderstanding Gon’s intent, shoots Gon. Finding
the chestnuts soon after, Hyoju realizes Gon’s gifts were for
him, and the narrative closes with Hyoju exclaiming, “Gon,
was it you who always brought chestnuts for me ? ”

Not a few readers think that Hyoju is able to under-
stand Gon’s intention of compensation for depriving Hyoju’s
mother of the eels, and Gon’s feelings of wanting to make
friends with Hyoju because they are now both alone. Read
properly, it is clear that Hyoju does not understand Gon’s
intention and feelings, but the aforementioned mis-
understanding nevertheless occurs. The purpose of this study
was to reconfirm the erroneous interpretation by university
students and attempt to correct the misinterpretation. To that
end, readers needed to be made aware that there is no
narrative evidence supporting Hyoju’s understanding of
Gon’s feelings and intentions. Moreover, if readers both
analyzed the story in detail and were conscious of the fact
that Hyoju indeed does not know that Gon is alone,
investigators believed the misinterpretation would be
corrected.

Thirty-six university students were the subjects for 2
experiments: 17 students participated in Experiment 1 ; 19
students participated in Experiment 2. All the university
students had read Nankichi Niimi’s Gongitsune during their
primary school years, and no student participated in both

experiments (i.e. a different group of students was used for

each experiment). Investigators conducted two experiments
because anticipated outcomes for Experiment 1 were not
realized, thus necessitating an additional experiment
whereby the order of questions and answers in Experiment
1’s questionnaire was changed. A 4-page question booklet
was distributed to both experiments’ subjects after an
examiner read aloud the story while subjects read the story
silently to themselves. On page 1 of the question booklet,
without referring to the text, subjects were asked to answer
4 questions about whether or not Gon’s feelings and
intentions were understood by Hyoju, ranking their
responses by 6 degrees of understanding from 1=very well
understood to 6=not understood at all. On page 2 of the
question booklet, subjects were assigned specific passages of
the story to read and answered 5 questions to confirm what
was written in the story. Next, subjects were again permitted
to refer to the text, and on page 3 of the question booklet,
they again answered the same questions on page 1,
regarding Hyoju’s understanding of Gon’s feelings and
intentions. Finally, on page 4 of the question booklet,
subjects were told that they had answered the same
questions twice, and if their responses had changed, subjects
were asked to describe how and why their responses had
changed. Again, investigators varied the order of questions
and answers in Experiment 2 in order to ascertain whether
or not the fixed order of questions and answers on pages 2
and 3 of the question booklet biased subjects’ responses.
Results

suggested, however, that although many

students correctly answered the 5 plot confirmation
questions on page 2 of the question booklet, they still
answered that Hyoju understood Gon’s compensatory
intention and his feelings. Even with evidence to the
contrary, the subject’ erroneous interpretation of Gongitsune
did not improve and was not corrected. Investigators
determined subjects’ misreading of the text to be the result
of readers both having a strong identification with, and a

sympathetic affinity for, the protagonist, Gon.
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SUMMARY

Using the experimenter’s proposed structural model for
analyzing narrative comprehension, the purpose of this study
was to investigate how classroom instruction might change
children’s comprehension of the story, Gongitsune. Based on
a methodology outlined in the teacher’s manual, a teacher
instructed 34 fourth graders through 19 class-hours of
instruction. Instruction included two, pre- and post-
experiment reports whereby children wrote their impressions
of the story at the beginning of the first class and at the end
of the last class; worksheets which students filled-out
throughout the instruction period, and question-answer
responses between the teachers and children. The experi-
menter observed all the lessons and recorded what the
teacher said to the children, what information was written on
the blackboard and how children responded to the teacher.

According to the experimenter’s structural model, students’

written accounts of their story impressions, their worksheets
and their utterances were analyzed by the experimenter. In
addition, the experimenter conducted question-and-answer
interviews with 4 children whose pre-experiment written
impressions differed significantly from other children’s
pre-experiment written impressions.

Results indicated that it was not easy to change the
structure of children’s story comprehension before class
discussions took place. The fourth graders tended to read
Gongitsune sympathetically, approaching the story from the
bias and viewpoint of Gon (the fox). Moreover, findings
suggested that, in order to attain a reconceptualization of
their own subjective story-comprehension framework,

children quite possibly need more objective activities

whereby they can grasp different viewpoints of the story.
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SUMMARY

Treiman et al. (1995) showed that, when orthographic
onset/rime is considered, spelling-sound relations in the
English writing system are stable. In addition, native English
speakers apply phonemic units of onset/rime when dividing
written English words into orthographical onset/rime
segments. As opposed to English speakers, it is believed that
native Japanese speakers possess and use mora, a sub-
syllabic, CV-based structural unit of sound, to delineate
phonological segments within words. In this study, 2
experiments were conducted to verify how Japanese English
learners would divide the printed English word.

Using Treiman’s lexical decision task (1994),
Experiment 1 examined whether or not beginning Japanese
learners of English apply mora-segmentation in decoding
printed English words. The subjects were 37 tenth
graders who were exposed to 26 word and 26 non-word
computer-generated stimuli. Half of the stimuli had mora-
type divisions, e.g. BLA//CK [word], BLI//NT [non-
word], and the other half contained rime-type divisions, e.g.
BL//ACK [word], BL//INT [non-word]. The subjects
were asked to judge whether or not each stimulus was a
word or a non-word, and the response times were measured
by computer. It was hy?othesized that if subjects divided
printed English words/non-words into moras, this mora-
conditioning would yield faster response times than lexical
decisions made with rime-conditioning. Results showed that,
in the non-word condition, the subjects made faster lexical
decisions with mora-type divisions than with rime-type
divisions. On the other hand, in the word condition, no
detected between the two

significant difference was

divisions. To decode English words, students grouped

alphabetic letters as they corresponded to mora-divisions.
Experiment 2 examined the effect of Japanese students’
English learning experience on their styles of decoding
printed English words. Seidenberg and McClleland’s
“Connectionist Model” (1989) showed that a rime-based
decoding style could emerge as the model picks up stable
between rimes and their

relationships orthographic

pronunciations. To examine this in Japanese speakers, 14
proficient English readers and 15 less-proficient English
readers were selected according to a reading comprehension
test. Using the same protocols of Experiment 1, their
decoding styles were examined. Results showed that
proficient readers made faster lexical decisions for the rime-
type division than they did for the mora-type division,
across the word/non-word conditions. On the other hand, no
significant difference in either mora or rime-division
decoding styles was found amongst the less-proficient
readers. It was suggested that, as their experiences of
learning English accumulate, the decoding styles of Japanese
learners of English undergo a change towards more rime-
based decoding styles.

This paper concluded that the spelling-sound
relationship within the English spelling system may be more
opaque for beginning Japanese learners of English than for
native English speakers due to the instability of CV units in
the English spelling system. Moreover, the opacity of the
English spelling system could influence the efficiency of
word recognition for Japanese learners of English. Finally,
the study also suggests that mora-based decoding styles can
become more rime-based and thereby more suitable for

reading English.
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