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SUMMARY

The reactions of preschool children to the sto-
ry contents of picture books were analyzed. The
experimenter read two different picture books to
groups of three-, four-, and five-year old children.
At intervals during the reading, leading questions
were presented to the children to elicit their percep-
tions and reactions. The oral responses were audio
taped. There were fewer responses from the three-
year-old group than from the older preschool chil-
dren; and their responses rarely influenced the
responses of other children in this age group. In the

four-year-old group there was an increase in the

number of responses induced by other children’'s
comments. In many instances, however, they sim-
ply repeated the same response of another child,
whether it reflected a correct or incorrect percep-
tion of the story. Five-year-old children not only
repeated the responses of other children but also add
ed elaborative information.

Similar patterns of oral responses were ob-
tained from the three age groups for both picture
books. It was concluded that the quantity and qual-
ity of preschool children’s oral reactions to picture

stories increased with age.
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SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to gain a better
understanding of the processes young children use in
reading artificially produced letters by analyzing
the visual focal points during study trials.

The subjects were 29 5-year-old kinder-
gartners.. By means of a study-test method, they
learned to read three words of low familiarity, with
each word consisting of two artificial letters. Dur-
ing the study trials, children were shown each word
together with a color drawing of an object depicting
the meaning of the word and were taught to read
the letters by the letter-word method (Imai, 1980).
The method consisted of a four-part, successive
presentation in which the experimenter (a) read the
first letter of the words, (b) read the second letter,
(c) read both first and second letters (i.e., the
whole word), and (d) asked the children to read the
word after it was pronounced by the experimenter.

During the test trials, the children were intro-
duced to each word without a drawing, and they
were asked to read the word. The study and the
test trial were given alternately until the children
could read the three words correctly on two succes-
sive trials. Throughout the trials, ‘a video camera
recorded the location of the letters, the drawings,
and other locations at which the children focused
their eyes.

An analysis of the first and last trials found
the following:

(a) When the experimenter read the first and then

the second letter, the children most frequently

gazed at the respective letter on both trials. This
finding suggests that the letter-word method directs
the attention of the children to each letter and facili-
tates understanding of word construction and struc-
ture of letters.

(b) When the children read the words pronounced
by the experimenter, they focused more frequently
at the first instead of the second letter on both tri-
als. This finding supports Imai’s findings (1981) that
children were able to read the first letter more eas-
ily than the second letters.

() When the experimenter read the words, the
children looked at the drawings as well as the
letters with about equal frequency during the first
trial. However, they focused on the first letters
more frequently than the drawings in the last trial.
The former observation suggests that when subjects
learn to read low-familiarity words, the drawings
help them understand word meanings and associate
the letter, sound, and meaning by familiarization.
The latter observation suggests that, with increased
trials, the drawings become unnecessary for associ-
ating a sound with a word.

(d) When the focal points during the first 2 seconds
were analyzed, the children gazed most frequently
at the drawings during the first trial and the first
letters during the last trial. This finding suggests
that the drawings have a motivational function to
heighten interest during the early trials but it weak-

ens on later trials.
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SUMMARY

The purpose of this paper is to identify the
educational effcts of Akaitori, a Japanese art publi-
cation for juveniles. There were 148 volumes in
original editions and 48 additional volumes in
reissues. The criteria for the educational effects
were: 1. the influence of the pictures on students, 2.
the main features of the issues, and 3. the readers’
reactions to the publication judged from their corre-
spondence fo the readers column. The procedures
included: background information of the artists who
had drawn the cover picture, the illustrations and

ornamental pictures; an analysis of the contents of

the pictures; and an analysis of the contents of
letters published in the readers column of the maga-
zine.

The findings are as follows: 1. The art of
Akaitori was characterized by educational con-
siderations, 2. the conditions of illustration were
evaluated as having strong and weak points, 3. the
readers’ reactions were reflected in their letters to
the publication. The findings suggest that the con-
tribution of Akaitori to Japanese art publications for

juveniles was significant.
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SUMMARY

The purpose of this discourse is to recommend
the novel “Kinosaki nite” by Naoya Shiga as suit-
able reading material for high school students.
When they first read the story, they are apt to mis-
understand the story. Later, however, they often
modify their interpretation. Most students regard
the narrator, the main character of the story, as a
person who has finally reached a state of mind of
having “lost his will to live.” But this understanding
differs from those of most specialists in literature.
As a rule, of course, high school students experi-
ence difficulty in comprehending papers written for
specialists.

It is difficult for students to accept the fact
that their understanding of the story is in error.
Nevertheless, if they pay special attention to the
words “for three weeks,” they can reach a correct
understanding. In other words, they can modify
their way of interpreting what they read.

The first part of the story states that the hero
intends to stay at Kinosaki for three weeks or, if
possible, five weeks. In fact, he stays for three
weeks. Most high school students interpret this stay
of three weeks as a shortening of his visit. Actu-

ally, three weeks is the intended duration of the

visit; therefore, to say that the visit was curtailed is
an oversimplification. In this regard ,. it is important
to pay careful attention to his encounter with the
deaths of a bee, a mouse, and a newt.

If the narrator has intended “to give up liv-
ing,” then it is natural to assume that he would
have left Kinosaki soon after the death experiences.
Actually, the “stay of three weeks” was the
intended duration. Although we cannot determine
why he stayed for three weeks, this duration pro-
vides a hint to a more accurate understanding of the
story. That is, the death experiences did not influ-
ence him to lose his will to live; if they did, he
would probably have left soon after the experiences
and not remained for three weeks. This interval
between the deaths and his departure from Kinosaki
shows that there is no link between the deaths and
his departure. Consequently, it is unlikely that he
has lost his will to live.

In summary, if the students read the story
carefully, then the “three weeks” during which he
encountered the death experiences should help them
to modify their interpretation and to arrive at an

accurate understanding of the story.
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