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The Science of Reading, Vol. 24, No. 2(1980)
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SUMMARY

Two experiments were conducted to test the
hypothesis that students’ comprehension of scientific
material would be facilitated by relating the scientific
information to their previous knowledge. In the first
experiment 28 male college students were assigned
to read a scientific book. Fourteen were required to
submit a summary of the book and 14 were required
to submit a book report!, both in 4-weeks’ time.
After the summaries and reports were submitted two
comprehension tests were administered, i.e., a cloze
procedure and a multiple choice test. There were no
significant differences between the comprehension
scores of the students who submitted summaries and
the comprehension scores of students who submitted
book reports. The experimental hypothesis was not
supported.

In the second experiment 53 male college students

were assigned to read a scientific book and to submit

a book report in five weeks. Free-description, multiple
choice and cloze-type tests were administered to assess
their comprehension. In addition, the students’ atti-
tudinal regard for the book was assessed by means
of a questionnaire. The book reports were then clas-
sified into four types: (1) seven listed fragmentary
expressions, (2) twenty-nine merely summarized the
book, (3) five presented authentic criticisms, and
(4) twelve related the obtained information to their
previous experiences. The 12 students who submitted
type (4) reports obtained higher scores on the three
comprehension tests and more favorable attitudes on
the questionnaire than the students submitting other
types of reports. Their scores on the free-description
test were significantly better than the students sub-
mitting type (1) and type (2) reports. Their scores
on the cloze comprehension test were significantly

higher than the students submitting the type (1)

— 54 —
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reports. The 7 students who submitted fragmentary
impressions, type (1) reports, obtained significantly
lower scores on the multiple-choice test than the
students submitting the other types of reports. The
12 students who submitted the type (4) reports
tended to respond more favorably on the attitude
questionnaire than the students submitting other types
of eports. The five students who presented authentic
criticisms, type (3) reports, showed the most
negative responses to the reading materials ; however,

their comprehension scores were relatively high.

The experimental hypothesis was supported in the

second experiment.

! The term book report is used for the Japanese
term dokusho kanso-bun, which can be literally
translated as “reading impression composition.” In
addition to writing a éummary of the book, and their
thoughts and feelings about the book, Japanese
students are also encouraged to write their views on
the relationship between the theme of the book and
their past and future life. A dokusho kanso-bun is
somewhat different from the usual book reports

written by an English-speaking student.
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SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to identify the
memory factors underlying reading comprehension
of two different contextual styles. A conversational-
colloquial style is represented in the novel Nobuko
by Y. Miyamoto, and a narrative-literary style is
represented in the novel Atsumonozaki by Y. Naka-
yama. Forty-eight college students, 24 of each sex,
orally read passages from each novel. The readability
levels of the two passages were equal.

The students’ reading comprehension was as-
sessed with seven questions for the passage from each
novel. Item analyses indicated suitable reliabilities

for the correlation analyses. The inter-item correlation

matrices were factor analyzed, utilizing principal
components extraction procedures. Three memory
factors were identified in the comprehension of
Miyamoto’s conversational-colloquial style:I. Verba-
tim Memory, II. Redundant Verbatim Memory, and
III. Specific Verbatim Memory. Two memory factors
were identified in the comprehension of Nakayama’s
narrative-literary style: I. Verbatim Memory of Af-
fective Content, and II. Verbatim Memory of Objec-
tive Information. Analyses of the errors on the com-
prehension items also disclosed differences in the
types of errors occurring for the two contextual

styles.
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SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to investigate the
relationship between language and thought in terms
of Aktualgenese der sprachlichen Auperuug(Horm-
ann, 1978). Twenty-four students, 13 males and
11 females, were asked to explain a picture of two
figures, a human and an animal. They were then
asked to report reasons for the hesitations occurring

in their explanations.

The following conclusions are based on an anal-

ysis of the students’ reports. Cognitive speaking ap-
pears to be a coordination of word-explorations and
structure-explorations. During their hesitations the
students attempted to cluster the features of the
figures and to select appropriate semantics for the
product ; and they attempted to express the perceived
to select the

relationship between figures and

appropriate sematics for the predicate.
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Eighth World Congress on Reading
“The 1980s: Problems aﬁd Promises”
Sponsored by the International Reading Association
August 5-7, 1980
Philippine Plaza Hotel, Manila

Prominent educators from over 30 countries are expected to attend this
biennial Congress sponsored by the International Reading Association.
Approximately 100 meetings, featuring speakers from all over the world, will
provide opportunities for professional growth and development.

Researchers, classroom teachers, reading specialists, college and university
professors, librarians and others involved in the teaching of reading, teacher
training, literature and literacy programs can expect to gain from the wide
variety of topics offered on the program. (More detailed information
indicating meeting topics and participants is available in the preliminary
program.)

To supplement the professional aspects of the program, a number of social
and cultural activities have been planned.

For travel information, contact Philippine Airlines, the official carrier for the
World Congress. The toll free phone numbers for Philippine Airlines are
(800) 227-4600 in San Francisco and (800) 424-9874 in Washington, D.C.

HUMANISM AND THE BASICS

THE READING INSTRUCTION JOURNAL, a publication of the New Jersey

Reading Association, State Council of IRA and affiliate to NJEA is

publishing a special thematic issue (Spring/Summer, 1980) -- "Humanism
and the Basics' -- to dispel the current view that reading teachers
must abandon humanistic teaching approaches in favor of the implied
"mechanistic" three r's approach. Several nationally ﬁnown
authorities address this controversial problem in a vériety of

provocative articles. ' Authors included in this special issue are:

Roma Gans Dorothy S. Strickland
Dwayne Huebner Bernard S. Shore

Leland B. Jacobs M. Jerry Weiss

Frank Jennings Edited by John E. Cowen

"Humanism and the Basics" will be available to IRA members at US$3.00
and to others at US$5.00 from, Dr. John E. Cowen, Editor-in-Chief,
THE READING INSTRUCTION JOURNAL, 1081 Trafalgar Street, Teaneck,

New Jersey 07666, U. S. A.
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