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* Development of a comprehensive scale for reading strategies and
an examination of its effectiveness for several reading tasks.
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SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to make a scale of com-
prehensive reading strategies for an expository text to carry
out a variety of tasks and to examine its effectiveness. The
scale was divided into 7 sub-scales: planning strategies,
monitoring strategies, utilizing—principles—of—writing strate-
gies, selective—attention strategies, proposition—acquisition
strategies, content—acquisition strategies, and knowledge—
formation strategies. University students judged the likely
effectiveness of these strategies for three posited task situ-
ations: a memory task, a comprehension task, and an essay—
type task.

The validity and reliability of the scale were examined
on the basis of their evaluation of the effectiveness of the
strategies. The differences in effectiveness evaluation for the

three tasks showed the following results. (1) Utilizing—

principles—of—writing ~ strategies, proposition—acquisition
strategies, and content—aquisition strategies were judged to
be effective in the comprehension task, (2) knowledge—
formation strategies were judged to be effective for the
essay—type task, (3) planning strategies were judged to be
effective for comprehension and essay-type tasks, and
(4) selective—attention strategies were judged to be best for
memory and comprehension tasks. (5) There was no con-
clusive agreement about monitoring strategies.

Further, the relationship between reading experiences
and judgement of the effectiveness of reading strategies was
examined.

The scale established in this study would be useful for

assessment, guidance, and training in an education setting.
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B3, BABOEBINY T4 <, BARLOEREIC
EOoTHEETHHEEZR L)
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IAXFE—OFOEKLEEORK (B, 1978) %L,
fots - be Re 2R ERB L AERICOVWTA,
PR R E RO TWA, F72, Kess (1992) 3,
FEO ‘brother’ X, HAFETIIERHTXHIL T 7]

s

* The relationship between international students’ Japanese learning
environment and their knowledge of special cultural expressions.
**TAMAOKA, Katsuo (Hiroshima University)
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b, SOEHIT, HE - LML ERAR L HOERER
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SUMMARY

This study investigates the degree of foreigners’ acqui-
sition of Japanese socio—cultural expressions by way of their
recognition of expressions pertaining to Japanese customs.
Eighty international students were given a lexical decision
task where they were asked to distinguish between 20
existing expressions relating to Japanese customs and 20
pseudo—expressions. The ratio of correct responses was in
direct correlation with the length of time one had spent
learning Japanese in Japan rather than abroad. The
frequency of reading newspapers, books and magazines
pertaining to Japan and how often one participated in

activities with other Japanese affected the ratio of correct

responses: whereas the frequency of conversing in Japanese
with others had no effect on one’s understanding of the
expressions related to Japanese customs. All 20 expressions
in the lexical decision task were deemed as having either a
social or a psychological context according to Hayashi’s
Type III Classification Analysis. The findings of this study
show that knowledge of expressions with a social context
has a weak correlation to the time spent learning Japanese in
Japan or overseas; however, knowledge of expressions

having a psychological context is highly indicative of the

length of time spent learning Japanese in Japan only.
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SUMMARY

In English sentences, modifiers can be placed both
before and after the word being modified (e.g., “a red box
with a star mark,” “my favorite book which my father gave
me). Unlike English, Japanese has neither prepositions nor
relative pronouns, therefore modifiers are placed before the
word being modified. When a word has two modifiers, it is
desirable to place the longer one (a phrase or a clause)
before the shorter one (a single word). The reason for this
is if the shorter one is placed before the longer one, readers
are apt to misread the sentence. For example, “There is a
red box with a star mark” is apt to be misinterpreted in
Japanese as “There is a box with a red star mark.”

In this study, undergraduates were asked to arrange a

longer modifier and a shorter one. Many of them placed the

shorter one before the longer one. Then an experiment was
conducted to see which type of sentence would reduce the
possibility of misinterpretation more effectively. In one
sentence, the longer modifier was placed before the shorter
one, as mentioned above. In the other sentence, a
punctuation mark was put between the preceding shorter
modifier and the following longer one. The former sentence
reduced misreading in adult subjects and primary school
children (4th and 6th graders), but the latter sentence did
not reduce misreading in primary school children; it was
effective only for adult subjects.

These results were discussed from the standpoint of

composition education.
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SUMMARY

In order to develop a method for studying Japanese
language material, an attempt was first made to clarify the
purpose of and the concepts involved with the study of
Japanese teaching materials. After clarifying the purpose, the
methods were divided into embodied types, and their
respective characteristics were explained. For such a process,
Gongitsune was selected and a study of it was undertaken as
a way to demonstrate the actual practice of the method. The

following points became clear during this fundamental and

material study of Gongitsune. Owing to its contents,
emotions and impressions are usually aroused by its theme
of compensation for love. These impressions have a great
effect on the reader’s thinking and ideas, which causes
growth in the human spirit of the reader. The story’s
expressions, the presentation of its syntax, its introduction of
the characters, and the ending, among other aspects, all
contribute to help form and develop a child’s understanding

and reading skills.
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