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SUMMARY

This research concerns the teaching of Japanese
reading to three normal 1 and 2 year old children by
their parents at home. One was a boy who was 20 mo.
when the project began and the other two were sisters,
18 and 29 mo. at the project’s inception. Teaching was
done on the basis of a four phase program which
emphasized the teaching of meaningful words, phrases
and sentences in a personal context.

It was found that in jusf one year, with only 15
min. daily of instruction, the children were able to
acquire a kanji and kana word vocabulary that was
sufficient for reading simple books on their own.
During this period, the boy learned at least 561 words
and 121 phrases and sentences while the girls learned
304 words and 198 phrases and sentences. Of the 561

words learned by the boy, 284 were kanji. For the

girls, 170 of the 304 words were kanji. Kanji and kana
words appear to have been equally easy to learn, with
many learned just after a couple of presentations. From
the very first, a great many of the words which' were
learned were kanji, many being very complex. When the
children were just around 2 years of age, for example,
they were learning kanji which the Japanese Ministry
of Education reserves for teaching in Grades 4, 5 and
6 of elementary school.

By the time the children were 4 years old, they
were reading books and magazines which children in
second grade and beyond ordinarily read.

For all three children, reading is a great source of
pleasure. They follow their own interests and use
reading as a means for satisfying their curiosity and

furthering their knowledge.
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SUMMARY

One hundred and eleven female college students
were required to recall images of the story Kobutori-
Jjiisan, a famous Japanese folktale. The main characters
in the story are an old man with a wen on his right
cheek, the hero, and another old man with a wen on his
left cheek, the villain. One day, when the hero went into
the forest to work, he heard sounds of dance music
being performed by a group of goblins. The hero danc-
ed with them, despite the danger. They had a good time

and asked him to return the next night and dance

again. A distrustful goblin took the old man’s wen and
kept it as a pledge. The villain, his neighbor, heard
of this experience. He decided to have his wen removed
in the same way. He was poor at dancing, however,
and the goblins, disappointed and angry, hurled the
hero’s wen at the villain. Thereafter, he had to live with
a double-decked wen.

The story has two psychological perspectives,
modeling and attribution theories. The hero is regarded

as a model by the villain, who expected the same success-
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ful result but received the opposite because he was un-
successful in imitating the model’s deeds. Some read-
ers may choose to attribute the model’s success to his
good luck, while other readers may attribute it to his
efforts.

The data on the students’ images of the characters
of Kobutori-jiisan were analyzed ; the results are as fol-
lows.

High attribution scores obtained for the two main
characters’ distinctive attributes were: 1. Personality
Relations, 2. Good and Bad Personalities, 3. Grasping
and Ungrasping Personalities, and 4. Simple and Cun-
ning Personalities. Low attribution scores were obtained
for: 1. Good and Bad Fortune, 2. Tactics to Trick
Goblins, and 3. Goblins’ Attitudes.

Twenty—five percent of the students showed positive

modeling attitude scores for the villain’s wife; 41
percent showed negative modeling attitude scores.

In a step—wise regression analysis the two attribute
variables of : Ability to Dance and Tactics to Trick
Goblins were found to be effective predictors of the
students’ attitude scores.

Correlation coefficients between the attitude score
and the eighteen scale scores of the California Psycho-
logical Inventory (CPI) were calculated. Significant
negative correlations were obtained for the: Capacity
for Status, Self-control, Good Impression, Achievement
via Independence, Intellectual Efficiency, Psychological—-
mindedness, and Flexibility scales of the CPI. The only
personality scale yielding a positive correlation with the

attitude scale was Self Acceptance.
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SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to investigate the
relationship between the readiness of children to learn
Japanese syllabic characters and their intelligence. The
Diagnostic Test of Language Development (DTLD)
consisting of four subtests: Vocabulary, Pronunciation,
Syllabification, and Reading Syllabic Characters, the
Tanaka Intelligence Test for Preschool Children (B-
type), and the Figure Matching and Vocabulary sub-
tests of the Kyoto University Intelligence Test (NX
5—8) were administered to 102 kindergarteners with

a mean age of 5; 7.

The results were as follows :

1) The correlation of the DTLD Pronunciation scores
with the Tanaka Intelligence scores was .22; the
correlation of the DTLD Vocabulary scores with
the Tanaka Intelligence Test scores was .38. Scores
on a subtest of the intelligence test : Analysis of the
Phonemic Structure of Words, showed a relatively
high correlation with scores on the DTLD subtests.

2) In a multiple regression analysis to predict the
DTLD subtests, one effective variable was obtain-

ed from the subtests of the Tanaka Intelligence
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Test, i. e., Analysis of the Phonemic Structure of and Analysis of the Phonemic Structure of Words
Words. In a canonical correlation of the readiness of the Tanaka Intelligence Test.

and intelligence test matrices, four subtest varia- 3) The kindergarten girls obtained higher scores in
bles defined the first canonical variate : Vocabulary, the DTLD Vocabulary and Reading Syllabic Char-
Pronunciation, and Syllabification of the DTLD acters than the kindergarten boys.
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